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Abstract 

This paper explores the complex interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria and its impact 
on inter-religious relations in the country. It examines the ways in which extremist groups, such 
as Boko Haram, manipulate religious beliefs and identities to justify violence and fuel sectarian 
conflicts, as well as the broader socio-economic and political factors that contribute to the 
emergence and persistence of religion-based terrorism. The analysis highlights the need for a 
comprehensive approach to address these challenges, which combines efforts to counter extremist 
ideologies and promote interfaith dialogue with initiatives to strengthen inclusive governance and 
address the root causes of extremism. The paper concludes by emphasizing the importance of 
collaboration among policymakers, religious leaders, civil society organizations, and the 
international community in fostering peace, stability, and social cohesion in Nigeria. 
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interfaith dialogue. 

 

Introduction 

Terrorism has become a pervasive issue in Nigeria, threatening the country's stability and 
undermining its socio-economic development (Adesoji, 2010; Olojo, 2017). The rise of terrorist 
groups such as Boko Haram, Islamic State of West Africa Province (ISWAP), and Fulani 
extremists has led to a dramatic increase in violence and insecurity, particularly in the northern 
regions of the country (Omotosho, 2020; Matfess, 2020). One of the key factors contributing to 
the proliferation of terrorism in Nigeria is the complex interplay between religion and extremism, 
with various religious groups being implicated in the ongoing violence (Ukah, 2014; Agbiboa, 
2017). This paper aims to discuss the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its connection to the various 
religions present in the country. 

The Nigerian population is religiously diverse, with a nearly equal proportion of Muslims and 
Christians, alongside a significant number of adherents to indigenous religious beliefs (Oladoyin, 
2017). The influence of religion on Nigerian society is profound, shaping cultural practices, moral 
values, and social identities (Echeverri-Gent, 2018). However, this religious diversity has also 
contributed to tensions and conflicts, particularly in the context of competition for resources, 
political power, and social dominance (Egwu, 2020; Oyewole & Dauda, 2017). 
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Terrorism in Nigeria is often linked to religious extremism, with extremist groups manipulating 
religious narratives to justify their violent actions and recruit followers (Thurston, 2018; Comolli, 
2017). This has led to a growing perception of certain religions, particularly Islam, as being 
inherently violent and supportive of terrorism (Higazi, 2011; Adesina, 2020). However, it is 
important to recognize that the connection between religion and terrorism is multifaceted and 
involves various socio-economic, political, and cultural factors (Iyekekpolo, 2018). 

To fully understand the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its connection to religion, it is crucial to 
examine the role of different religious groups in the context of terrorism. This includes exploring 
the radicalization and misinterpretation of religious teachings, the influence of extremist groups 
on religious communities, and the impact of terrorism on interfaith relations (Onapajo & Usman, 
2015). By analyzing these dynamics, this paper aims to provide insights into the complex 
relationship between religion and terrorism in Nigeria and offer recommendations for addressing 
the issue and promoting interfaith harmony. 

Background of the Study 

Nigeria, the most populous country in Africa, has a long history of religious diversity, with Islam, 
Christianity, and indigenous religions coexisting for centuries (Oladoyin, 2017; Echeverri-Gent, 
2018). Islam arrived in Nigeria as early as the 11th century, primarily in the northern regions, while 
Christianity was introduced during the colonial period, gaining prominence in the southern areas 
(Ukah, 2014; Adesoji, 2010). Indigenous religions, which are characterized by a belief in a 
supreme deity and veneration of ancestors, have remained an integral part of Nigerian culture, 
particularly among ethnic groups in the Middle Belt and southern regions (Olojo, 2017; Omotosho, 
2020). 

In recent decades, however, Nigeria has experienced a rise in religious tensions and conflicts, often 
fuelled by competition for resources, political power, and social dominance (Egwu, 2020; Oyewole 
& Dauda, 2017). These conflicts have been exacerbated by the emergence of extremist groups, 
such as Boko Haram and ISWAP, which have perpetrated violence in the name of religion, 
particularly in the predominantly Muslim northern regions (Matfess, 2020; Comolli, 2017). The 
activities of these groups have led to a dramatic increase in terrorism, characterized by bombings, 
kidnappings, and attacks on civilian targets (Agbiboa, 2017; Onapajo & Usman, 2015). 

The relationship between religion and terrorism in Nigeria is complex and multifaceted, involving 
various socio-economic, political, and cultural factors (Iyekekpolo, 2018; Thurston, 2018). 
Extremist groups often manipulate religious narratives to justify their violent actions, recruit 
followers, and create divisions within society (Higazi, 2011; Adesina, 2020). This has led to a 
growing perception of certain religions, particularly Islam, as being inherently violent and 
supportive of terrorism (Echeverri-Gent, 2018). However, it is essential to recognize that no 
religion inherently promotes violence or terrorism, and that the actions of extremist groups do not 
represent the beliefs and values of the vast majority of their co-religionists (Oladoyin, 2017; Ukah, 
2014). 

To effectively address the issue of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria, it is crucial to understand 
the various factors that contribute to its emergence and persistence (Egwu, 2020). This includes 
exploring the radicalization and misinterpretation of religious teachings, the influence of extremist 
groups on religious communities, and the impact of terrorism on interfaith relations (Onapajo & 
Usman, 2015; Iyekekpolo, 2018). By examining these dynamics, policymakers, religious leaders, 
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and civil society actors can develop targeted interventions and strategies to counter terrorism, 
promote interfaith dialogue, and build more peaceful and inclusive communities. 

Statement of Problem 

The proliferation of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria has become a significant challenge, 
threatening the country's stability, security, and socio-economic development (Adesoji, 2010; 
Agbiboa, 2017). Extremist groups, such as Boko Haram and ISWAP, have perpetrated acts of 
violence in the name of religion, leading to the loss of lives, displacement of communities, and 
destruction of infrastructure (Comolli, 2017; Matfess, 2020). The rise of these groups has been 
fuelled by various factors, including religious extremism, political marginalization, and socio-
economic inequalities (Onapajo & Usman, 2015; Iyekekpolo, 2018). 

One of the key problems associated with religion-based terrorism in Nigeria is the 
misrepresentation and manipulation of religious teachings by extremist groups (Higazi, 2011; 
Adesina, 2020). These groups often distort religious texts and beliefs to justify their violent actions 
and create divisions within society, leading to mistrust and hostility among different religious 
communities (Ukah, 2014; Echeverri-Gent, 2018). This has resulted in a growing perception of 
certain religions, particularly Islam, as being inherently violent and supportive of terrorism, further 
exacerbating inter-religious tensions (Oladoyin, 2017; Egwu, 2020). 

Another problem is the exploitation of religious differences by political actors and elites, who often 
use religious rhetoric to mobilize support and gain political power (Oyewole & Dauda, 2017; 
Omotosho, 2020). This has contributed to the politicization of religion and the emergence of 
identity-based conflicts, which can be easily manipulated by extremist groups to recruit followers 
and perpetuate violence (Thurston, 2018; Echeverri-Gent, 2018). 

The issue of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria is further complicated by the complex interplay of 
socio-economic factors, such as poverty, unemployment, and lack of education (Agbiboa, 2017; 
Matfess, 2020). These factors can create a sense of desperation and hopelessness, particularly 
among young people, making them more susceptible to radicalization and recruitment by extremist 
groups (Onapajo & Usman, 2015; Iyekekpolo, 2018). 

The persistence of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria has had far-reaching consequences, 
including the deterioration of interfaith relations, increased insecurity, and a weakened social 
fabric (Egwu, 2020; Adesina, 2020). Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive 
understanding of the underlying factors and dynamics that contribute to the rise of extremist groups 
and the spread of terrorism in the country. This includes investigating the role of religious 
teachings, political actors, socio-economic conditions, and external influences in shaping the 
trajectory of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria. 

By exploring these issues, this study aims to contribute to the development of effective strategies 
and interventions that can counter the spread of terrorism, promote interfaith dialogue, and foster 
peace and stability in Nigeria. 

Objectives of the Study 

The primary objective of this study is to examine the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its 
connection to religion, with the aim of understanding the underlying factors and dynamics that 
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contribute to the emergence and persistence of religion-based terrorism in the country. To achieve 
this, the study will pursue the following specific objectives: 

Investigate the role of religious teachings and beliefs in the radicalization and recruitment 
processes of extremist groups in Nigeria. 

Assess the impact of socio-economic factors, such as poverty, unemployment, and lack of 
education, on the susceptibility of individuals to radicalization and involvement in terrorist 
activities. 

Examine the relationship between religion-based terrorism and interfaith relations in Nigeria, and 
how terrorism affects the dynamics of religious coexistence and tolerance in the country. 

Evaluate the effectiveness of existing strategies and interventions in countering religion-based 
terrorism in Nigeria, and identify areas for improvement and innovation. 

Explore the role of external influences, such as regional instability, global terrorist networks, and 
international political interests, in shaping the trajectory of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria. 

Develop evidence-based recommendations for policymakers, religious leaders, and civil society 
actors to effectively address religion-based terrorism, promote interfaith dialogue, and foster peace 
and stability in Nigeria. 

By achieving these objectives, this study aims to contribute to a more comprehensive 
understanding of the complex interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria, and to inform 
the development of targeted interventions that can help mitigate the impact of religion-based 
terrorism on the country's security, stability, and socio-economic development. 

Methodology 

This study will employ a qualitative research approach, utilizing secondary data sources to 
examine the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its connection to religion. The choice of a qualitative 
approach is informed by the need to gain an in-depth understanding of the complex and 
multifaceted nature of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria, which requires a nuanced exploration 
of the various factors and dynamics at play (Flick, 2015; Silverman, 2016). 

The following secondary data sources will be consulted to gather relevant information and insights 
for the study: 

Academic literature: Relevant scholarly articles, books, and reports on religion-based terrorism in 
Nigeria, radicalization, religious extremism, and interfaith relations will be reviewed to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the research topic and inform the analysis. 

News articles and media reports: News articles and media reports on terrorist incidents, extremist 
groups, and religious conflicts in Nigeria will be analyzed to identify key events, actors, and trends 
related to religion-based terrorism in the country. 

Government and NGO reports: Official reports and publications from government agencies, 
international organizations, and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) will be examined to 
gather data on the prevalence, impact, and responses to religion-based terrorism in Nigeria. 
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Online databases and repositories: Online databases and repositories, such as the Global Terrorism 
Index, World Bank datasets, and the International Crisis Group reports, will be consulted to obtain 
statistical data and analytical insights on terrorism trends and patterns in Nigeria. 

The collected secondary data will be analyzed using thematic analysis, a qualitative data analysis 
method that involves identifying, organizing, and interpreting patterns and themes within the data 
(Braun & Clarke, 2006; Vaismoradi et al., 2016). This approach will enable the researcher to 
systematically explore the various dimensions of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria and 
synthesize the findings into a coherent and meaningful narrative. 

To ensure the rigor and trustworthiness of the study, the following measures will be taken: 

Triangulation: Multiple secondary data sources will be consulted to cross-verify information and 
ensure the accuracy and reliability of the findings. 

Reflexivity: The researcher will engage in critical self-reflection and acknowledge personal biases 
and assumptions that may influence the research process and interpretation of the data. 

Transparency: A clear and detailed description of the research methodology will be provided to 
allow readers to assess the validity and credibility of the findings. 

By employing this qualitative, secondary data-based methodology, this study aims to provide a 
comprehensive and nuanced understanding of the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its connection 
to religion, and contribute valuable insights for policymakers, religious leaders, and civil society 
actors working to address this pressing issue. 

Theoretical Framework 

This study on the traces of terrorism in Nigeria and its connection to religion will be guided by 
three interrelated theoretical frameworks: social identity theory, relative deprivation theory, and 
the instrumental approach to religion and violence. These theories provide valuable insights into 
the complex interplay between religion, identity, socio-economic factors, and the use of violence 
in the context of terrorism. 

Social Identity Theory (SIT): Developed by Tajfel and Turner (1979), SIT posits that individuals 
derive a significant part of their identity from their social group memberships. These group 
affiliations, such as those based on religion, ethnicity, or nationality, contribute to an individual's 
sense of self and social status (Hogg, 2006; Haslam, 2014). In the context of Nigeria, social 
identities based on religion play a crucial role in shaping individuals' perceptions, attitudes, and 
behaviors (Omotosho, 2020; Egwu, 2020). SIT can help explain how religious identities can be 
manipulated by extremist groups to foster in-group solidarity, promote out-group hostility, and 
justify acts of violence against perceived enemies or threats (Reicher et al., 2008; Moghaddam, 
2018). 

Relative Deprivation Theory (RDT): RDT is a social psychological theory that suggests 
individuals or groups may resort to violence or radicalization when they perceive that they are 
unfairly disadvantaged or deprived in comparison to others (Gurr, 1970; Walker & Smith, 2002). 
In Nigeria, socio-economic disparities, political marginalization, and inequality in resource 
distribution can contribute to feelings of relative deprivation, particularly among the youth 
(Adesoji, 2010; Onapajo & Usman, 2015). Extremist groups often exploit these grievances and 
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offer an appealing alternative to the status quo, which can lead to radicalization and the embrace 
of violent ideologies (Matfess, 2020; Agbiboa, 2017). 

Instrumental Approach to Religion and Violence: This approach suggests that religious beliefs, 
symbols, and identities are often instrumentalized to serve political or socio-economic objectives, 
and are not necessarily the primary cause of violence (Basedau et al., 2016; McTernan, 2003). In 
the case of Nigeria, extremist groups like Boko Haram may utilize religious narratives and symbols 
to mobilize support, legitimize their actions, and undermine the authority of the state (Thurston, 
2018; Comolli, 2017). However, it is essential to recognize that the instrumentalization of religion 
is only one aspect of the complex web of factors that contribute to religion-based terrorism in 
Nigeria (Higazi, 2011; Iyekekpolo, 2018). 

By integrating these theoretical frameworks, this study aims to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the various factors that contribute to the emergence and persistence of religion-
based terrorism in Nigeria. The combined insights from SIT, RDT, and the instrumental approach 
to religion and violence will help shed light on the dynamic interplay between religion, identity, 
socio-economic factors, and the use of violence in the Nigerian context. 

Overview of Terrorism in Nigeria 

Terrorism has been a significant security challenge in Nigeria for several decades, with various 
extremist groups perpetrating acts of violence and causing widespread insecurity in the country. 
The most prominent terrorist group in Nigeria is Boko Haram, which has been responsible for a 
significant number of attacks, particularly in the north-eastern region of the country (Campbell, 
2014; Comolli, 2017). 

Boko Haram, which translates to "Western education is forbidden," emerged in the early 2000s as 
a radical Islamist group seeking to establish an Islamic state in Nigeria (Mohammed, 2014; 
Walker, 2016). The group has targeted both government institutions and civilians, with attacks on 
schools, markets, and places of worship becoming increasingly common (Onuoha, 2014; Idris, 
2017). In 2015, Boko Haram pledged allegiance to the Islamic State, changing its name to the 
Islamic State of West African Province (ISWAP) (Pérouse de Montclos, 2016; Matfess, 2020). 

The activities of Boko Haram and ISWAP have resulted in significant loss of life, displacement of 
communities, and destruction of infrastructure in Nigeria (Adesoji, 2010; Egbue, 2016). The 
United Nations estimates that more than 35,000 people have been killed and over 2.5 million 
displaced as a result of the insurgency in the Lake Chad Basin region, which includes parts of 
Nigeria, Niger, Chad, and Cameroon (UNOCHA, 2021). 

In addition to Boko Haram and ISWAP, other extremist groups and criminal gangs operate in 
Nigeria, contributing to the overall insecurity in the country. These include Ansaru, a splinter 
group of Boko Haram, which has carried out several high-profile kidnappings and attacks on 
international targets (Pham, 2013; Pantucci & Jesperson, 2015). In the Niger Delta region, militant 
groups such as the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and the Niger 
Delta Avengers (NDA) have engaged in violent activities, targeting oil infrastructure and 
government forces in their quest for resource control and political autonomy (Ibaba & Aziz, 2013; 
Obi, 2017). 

The Nigerian government has implemented various measures to combat terrorism and insecurity 
in the country, including military operations, counter-terrorism legislation, and initiatives aimed 
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at addressing the root causes of extremism, such as poverty and unemployment (Oyewole & 
Dauda, 2017; Onuoha & Ugwueze, 2018). However, these efforts have been met with mixed 
success, and terrorism continues to pose a significant threat to the stability and development of 
Nigeria (Omotosho, 2020; Adesina, 2020). 

Addressing the problem of terrorism in Nigeria requires a comprehensive approach that combines 
security measures with efforts to promote socio-economic development, good governance, and 
social cohesion. By understanding the complex factors that drive extremism and violence in the 
country, policymakers, security forces, and civil society actors can work together to develop more 
effective strategies for countering terrorism and building sustainable peace. 

Traces of Terrorism in Nigerian Religions 

The connection between religion and terrorism in Nigeria is multifaceted and complex, with 
extremist groups often exploiting religious beliefs and identities to justify their violent actions and 
advance their political agendas. In Nigeria, both Islam and Christianity, the two dominant 
religions, have been implicated in the rise of religion-based terrorism, albeit in different ways and 
to varying degrees. 

Islam, which is the predominant religion in the northern regions of Nigeria, has been particularly 
associated with terrorism due to the activities of Islamist extremist groups such as Boko Haram 
and ISWAP (Onapajo & Usman, 2015; Mohammed, 2014). These groups have adopted a radical 
interpretation of Islam that rejects Western influence, secular education, and democracy, and seeks 
to establish an Islamic state governed by strict Sharia law (Thurston, 2018; Adesina, 2020). The 
manipulation of Islamic teachings by these groups has fostered a narrative of persecution and 
marginalization among some Muslim communities, which has contributed to radicalization and 
recruitment into terrorist activities (Higazi, 2011; Iyekekpolo, 2018). 

However, it is essential to note that the actions of these extremist groups do not represent the 
beliefs and practices of the majority of Muslims in Nigeria, who adhere to a moderate and peaceful 
interpretation of Islam (Oladoyin, 2017; Egwu, 2020). The association of Islam with terrorism has 
led to the stigmatization of Muslim communities in Nigeria and heightened inter-religious 
tensions, further complicating efforts to address the root causes of religion-based terrorism 
(Oyewole & Dauda, 2017; Omotosho, 2020). 

Christianity, which is the dominant religion in the southern regions of Nigeria, has also been 
implicated in the dynamics of religion-based terrorism in the country, albeit indirectly (Echeverri-
Gent, 2018; Adesoji, 2010). Some extremist Christian groups have engaged in provocative actions 
and rhetoric, including the destruction of mosques, forced conversions, and the denigration of 
Islamic beliefs and practices (Egwu, 2020; Campbell, 2014). These actions have exacerbated 
religious tensions and provided ammunition for Islamist extremist groups to justify their violent 
campaigns against Christians and other non-Muslims (Ukah, 2014; Echeverri-Gent, 2018). 

Moreover, the competition for political power and resources between the predominantly Muslim 
north and the predominantly Christian south has contributed to the politicization of religion and 
the emergence of identity-based conflicts (Onapajo & Usman, 2015; Iyekekpolo, 2018). Political 
actors and elites have often exploited these religious divisions to mobilize support and gain 
political influence, further fuelling the cycle of violence and retribution between different religious 
communities (Omotosho, 2020; Adesina, 2020). 
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Addressing the problem of religion-based terrorism in Nigeria, requires a nuanced understanding 
of the complex interplay between religion, politics, and socio-economic factors. This includes 
acknowledging the ways in which religious beliefs and identities can be manipulated to justify 
violence and promote extremist ideologies, as well as recognizing the broader structural issues that 
contribute to the emergence and persistence of terrorism in the country. By adopting a 
comprehensive and multifaceted approach, policymakers, religious leaders, and civil society actors 
can work together to counter the influence of extremist groups, promote interfaith dialogue, and 
foster peace and stability in Nigeria. 

Islamic Perspectives on Terrorism 

Islam, as one of the major religions in Nigeria, provides a lens through which to understand the 
complexities of terrorism within the country. Islamic perspectives on terrorism reflect a diverse 
range of interpretations, with the vast majority of Muslims condemning terrorism and violence as 
antithetical to the teachings of Islam. However, extremist ideologies propagated by groups like 
Boko Haram, have challenged prevailing interpretations and exploited religious grievances to 
justify their actions. 

At its core, Islam emphasizes principles of peace, justice, and compassion, as exemplified in the 
Qur'an and the teachings of the Prophet Muhammad. The Qur'an explicitly condemns the killing 
of innocent civilians, stating, "Whoever kills a person [unjustly]... it is as though he has killed all 
mankind" (Qur'an 5:32). Similarly, the Prophet Muhammad is reported to have said, "Do not kill 
women or children or non-combatants" (Sunan Abu Dawood). These teachings underscore the 
sanctity of human life and the imperative to uphold justice and morality in all actions. 

Islamic scholars and religious authorities have consistently denounced terrorism and violent 
extremism, issuing fatwas (religious rulings) condemning such acts and reaffirming the principles 
of peace, tolerance, and coexistence. Organizations like the Islamic Council for Fatwa and 
Research and the Muslim World League have issued declarations condemning terrorism in all its 
forms and emphasizing the importance of promoting dialogue, understanding, and respect for 
human rights. 

Despite the overwhelming consensus among mainstream Islamic scholars, extremist groups like 
Boko Haram have sought to distort religious teachings and manipulate vulnerable individuals for 
their own political and ideological ends. Boko Haram, which translates to "Western education is 
forbidden," espouses a radical interpretation of Islam that rejects secular education, democracy, 
and modernity. The group justifies its violent actions, including bombings, kidnappings, and mass 
killings, as a means to establish an Islamic state governed by their extremist ideology. 

The perversion of Islamic teachings by groups like Boko Haram not only constitutes a gross 
misinterpretation of Islam but also undermines the efforts of mainstream Muslim scholars and 
communities to promote peace and coexistence. The actions of these extremist groups have had 
devastating consequences for both Muslims and non-Muslims in Nigeria, perpetuating fear, 
division, and instability. 

In response to the threat of terrorism, Islamic leaders and organizations in Nigeria have played a 
crucial role in condemning extremist ideologies, promoting moderation, and fostering interfaith 
dialogue. Muslim scholars have engaged in theological debates to counter extremist narratives, 
emphasizing the compatibility of Islam with modernity, pluralism, and democratic values. 
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Initiatives such as the Interfaith Mediation Centre and the Sultan of Sokoto's peace initiatives have 
brought together religious leaders from different faiths to promote reconciliation and mutual 
understanding. 

Moving forward, addressing the traces of terrorism within the Islamic community in Nigeria, 
requires a multifaceted approach that combines security measures with efforts to address 
underlying grievances and promote religious tolerance. By empowering moderate voices within 
the Muslim community, investing in education and socio-economic development, and 
strengthening interfaith cooperation, Nigeria can counter extremist ideologies and build a more 
resilient and inclusive society grounded in the principles of peace, justice, and compassion. 

Christian Perspectives on Terrorism 

Within the context of Nigeria, Christianity represents a significant religious community deeply 
affected by the traces of terrorism. Christian perspectives on terrorism underscore a commitment 
to peace, justice, and reconciliation, echoing the teachings of Jesus Christ and the principles 
espoused in the Bible. While the majority of Christians condemn terrorism and violence, the 
community has been targeted by extremist groups such as Boko Haram and Fulani militants, 
leading to displacement, loss of life, and communal tensions. 

Central to Christian teachings is the concept of love and non-violence, exemplified by Jesus' 
commandment to "love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you" (Matthew 5:44). 
Throughout the New Testament, Christians are called to pursue peace, seek reconciliation, and 
overcome evil with good (Romans 12:21). Violence and retaliation are antithetical to the core 
values of Christianity, which emphasize forgiveness, mercy, and compassion towards all people, 
regardless of their religious beliefs or affiliations. 

The targeting of Christian communities by terrorist groups like Boko Haram reflects not only a 
distortion of religious teachings but also a disregard for the sanctity of human life and dignity. 
Boko Haram's attacks on churches, schools, and Christian-majority areas are not only acts of 
violence but also attempts to undermine the Christian faith and sow fear and division within 
Nigerian society. 

In response to the threat of terrorism, Christian leaders and organizations in Nigeria have been at 
the forefront of efforts to promote peace, provide humanitarian assistance, and advocate for 
religious freedom and tolerance. Church leaders have spoken out against violence and extremism, 
calling for dialogue, reconciliation, and the protection of vulnerable communities. Initiatives such 
as the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) and various interfaith peace committees have 
brought together Christian and Muslim leaders to address common challenges and work towards 
building a more inclusive and harmonious society. 

Despite the challenges posed by terrorism, Christians in Nigeria have demonstrated resilience and 
faith in the face of adversity, drawing strength from their religious convictions and community 
networks. Churches have served as centres of refuge and support for displaced persons, providing 
shelter, food, and counselling to those affected by violence. Christian organizations have also been 
involved in peace building efforts, promoting interfaith dialogue, conflict resolution, and 
reconciliation at the grassroots level. 

Moving forward, addressing the traces of terrorism within the Christian community in Nigeria, 
requires a comprehensive approach that addresses both the immediate security concerns and the 
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underlying socio-economic and political grievances. By promoting dialogue, understanding, and 
cooperation among religious communities, investing in education and economic development, and 
strengthening the rule of law and accountability, Nigeria can overcome the legacy of terrorism and 
build a more peaceful and inclusive society grounded in the values of love, justice, and 
reconciliation. 

The Interplay between Religion and Terrorism in Nigeria 

The interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria is characterized by a complex web of 
factors, including the manipulation of religious beliefs and identities, socio-economic disparities, 
political power struggles, and historical grievances. Understanding these dynamics is crucial for 
developing effective strategies to counter religion-based terrorism and promote peace and stability 
in the country. 

Manipulation of Religious Beliefs and Identities: 

Extremist groups such as Boko Haram have exploited religious beliefs and identities to justify their 
violent actions and mobilize support among disaffected communities (Higazi, 2011; Onapajo & 
Usman, 2015). They often adopt a selective interpretation of religious texts to create a narrative of 
persecution and marginalization, portraying themselves as defenders of the faith against external 
threats. This manipulation of religious sentiments can foster radicalization and recruitment into 
terrorist activities, particularly among individuals who feel disenfranchised or alienated from 
mainstream society (Iyekekpolo, 2018; Adesina, 2020). 

Socio-economic Disparities: 

Religion-based terrorism in Nigeria is also linked to underlying socio-economic issues, such as 
poverty, unemployment, and lack of access to education and basic services (Onuoha & Ugwueze, 
2018; Egbue, 2016). These factors can create a sense of desperation and hopelessness among 
affected communities, making them more susceptible to extremist ideologies and recruitment into 
terrorist activities (Agbiboa, 2017; Idris, 2017). The concentration of poverty and 
underdevelopment in certain regions, such as the north eastern part of Nigeria, has contributed to 
the rise of extremist groups like Boko Haram (Oyewole & Dauda, 2017; Campbell, 2014). 

Political Power Struggles: 

The interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria is further complicated by the country's 
political dynamics, particularly the competition for power and resources between the 
predominantly Muslim north and the predominantly Christian south (Onapajo & Usman, 2015; 
Ukah, 2014). Political actors and elites have often exploited religious differences to mobilize 
support and gain political influence, which has contributed to the emergence of identity-based 
conflicts and the use of violence as a means of advancing political agendas (Echeverri-Gent, 2018; 
Omotosho, 2020). 

Historical Grievances: 

Historical grievances and perceptions of injustice have also played a role in fuelling religion-based 
terrorism in Nigeria (Egwu, 2020; Adesoji, 2010). The legacy of colonialism, the unequal 
distribution of resources, and the perceived dominance of certain religious or ethnic groups in 
political and economic spheres have created deep-seated resentments that can be exploited by 
extremist groups (Egbue, 2016; Mohammed, 2014). 
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The Impact of Terrorism on Inter-religious Relations in Nigeria 

Terrorism, particularly the activities of extremist groups like Boko Haram, has had a profound 
impact on inter-religious relations in Nigeria. The violence perpetrated by these groups has 
deepened the fault lines between different religious communities, leading to increased tensions, 
mistrust, and sectarian conflicts. 

Rise of Religious Intolerance and Extremism: 

Terrorism has contributed to the rise of religious intolerance and extremism in Nigeria, as extremist 
groups exploit religious differences to justify their actions and fuel divisions between communities 
(Higazi, 2011; Onapajo & Usman, 2015). The targeted attacks on places of worship, religious 
leaders, and communities have heightened fears and suspicions among different religious groups, 
leading to a hardening of religious identities and increased support for extremist ideologies 
(Iyekekpolo, 2018; Adesina, 2020). 

Deterioration of Inter-religious Dialogue and Cooperation: 

The violence and insecurity caused by terrorism have hampered efforts to promote inter-religious 
dialogue and cooperation in Nigeria (Egwu, 2020; Omotosho, 2020). The atmosphere of fear and 
mistrust created by terrorist activities has made it difficult for religious leaders and communities 
to engage in constructive discussions and joint initiatives aimed at fostering peaceful coexistence 
and mutual understanding (Oladoyin, 2017; Idris, 2017). 

Increase in Sectarian Conflicts and Violence: 

Terrorism has also contributed to an increase in sectarian conflicts and violence in Nigeria, as 
extremist groups target members of other religious communities, leading to cycles of retaliation 
and revenge (Agbiboa, 2017; Egbue, 2016). This has resulted in significant loss of life, 
displacement, and destruction of property, further exacerbating the mistrust and animosity between 
different religious communities (Onuoha & Ugwueze, 2018; Mohammed, 2014). 

Politicization of Religion and Identity Politics: 

The impact of terrorism on inter-religious relations in Nigeria is further complicated by the 
politicization of religion and the rise of identity politics (Echeverri-Gent, 2018; Campbell, 2014). 
Political actors and elites have often exploited religious divisions and the insecurity caused by 
terrorism to mobilize support and gain political influence, leading to the emergence of identity-
based conflicts and the use of religion as a tool for political mobilization (Ukah, 2014; Thurston, 
2018). 

Discussion of Findings 

The analysis of the impact of terrorism on inter-religious relations in Nigeria reveals several key 
findings that have important implications for efforts to counter religion-based terrorism and 
promote peaceful coexistence in the country. 

Terrorism has contributed to the rise of religious intolerance and extremism in Nigeria, as extremist 
groups exploit religious differences to justify their actions and fuel divisions between 
communities. The violence perpetrated by these groups has heightened fears and suspicions among 
different religious groups, leading to a hardening of religious identities and increased support for 
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extremist ideologies. This finding underscores the need for initiatives that promote interfaith 
dialogue and religious tolerance, as well as efforts to counter extremist narratives and ideologies. 

The impact of terrorism on inter-religious relations is further complicated by the politicization of 
religion and the rise of identity politics in Nigeria. Political actors and elites have often exploited 
religious divisions and the insecurity caused by terrorism to mobilize support and gain political 
influence, leading to the emergence of identity-based conflicts and the use of religion as a tool for 
political mobilization. This finding highlights the importance of fostering inclusive and 
accountable governance, as well as addressing the root causes of political marginalization and 
inequality. 

Terrorism has also hampered efforts to promote inter-religious dialogue and cooperation in 
Nigeria. The atmosphere of fear and mistrust created by terrorist activities has made it difficult for 
religious leaders and communities to engage in constructive discussions and joint initiatives aimed 
at fostering peaceful coexistence and mutual understanding. This finding emphasizes the need for 
continued investment in platforms and initiatives that bring together leaders and communities from 
different faiths to discuss common challenges and share experiences. 

The negative impact of terrorism on inter-religious relations is closely linked to broader socio-
economic and political issues in Nigeria, such as poverty, inequality, and weak governance. 
Addressing these root causes is essential for reducing the appeal of extremist ideologies and 
promoting social cohesion. This finding reinforces the importance of adopting a comprehensive 
and multifaceted approach to countering terrorism, which combines security measures with efforts 
to address the underlying drivers of conflict and radicalization. 

In summary, the findings of this analysis underscore the complex and multifaceted nature of the 
interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria. Efforts to address this issue must take into 
account the ways in which religious beliefs and identities can be manipulated to justify violence 
and promote extremist ideologies, as well as the broader structural issues that contribute to the 
emergence and persistence of terrorism in the country. By adopting a comprehensive and nuanced 
approach, policymakers, religious leaders, and civil society actors can work together to counter 
the influence of extremist groups, promote interfaith dialogue, and foster peace and stability in 
Nigeria. 

Conclusion 

The complex interplay between religion and terrorism in Nigeria has had significant implications 
for inter-religious relations in the country. Terrorism, particularly the activities of extremist groups 
like Boko Haram, has fuelled religious intolerance, hampered interfaith dialogue, and contributed 
to the rise of identity-based conflicts. To address these challenges, a comprehensive and 
multifaceted approach is needed, which combines efforts to counter extremist ideologies and 
promote religious tolerance with initiatives to address the broader socio-economic and political 
issues that contribute to the emergence and persistence of terrorism in Nigeria. 

Addressing the impact of terrorism on inter-religious relations requires the involvement of a wide 
range of stakeholders, including policymakers, religious leaders, civil society organizations, and 
the international community. By working together to foster interfaith dialogue, strengthen 
inclusive governance, and address the root causes of extremism, these actors can help to promote 
peace, stability, and social cohesion in Nigeria. Ultimately, it is essential to recognize that the 
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challenges posed by religion-based terrorism are not solely a matter of security, but also require a 
deeper understanding of the complex interplay between religion, politics, and socio-economic 
factors in the Nigerian context. 

Future Directions and Recommendations 

As Nigeria continues to grapple with the scourge of terrorism and its impact on religious 
communities, several future directions and recommendations emerge to address the complex 
challenges posed by extremism and foster a more peaceful and inclusive society. 

Strengthening Interfaith Dialogue and Cooperation: 

Promote sustained dialogue and collaboration between religious leaders and communities across 
different faith traditions. 

Establish interfaith peace building initiatives at the grassroots level to foster mutual understanding, 
tolerance, and cooperation. 

Encourage joint advocacy efforts on issues of common concern, such as religious freedom, social 
justice, and human rights. 

Investing in Education and Counter-Narratives: 

Develop and implement educational programs that promote critical thinking, religious literacy, 
and tolerance from an early age. 

Support initiatives that debunk extremist narratives and promote alternative narratives of peace, 
coexistence, and shared humanity. 

Empower local communities, including religious institutions, to counter radicalization and 
extremist recruitment through awareness-raising campaigns and community-led interventions. 

Enhancing Socio-Economic Development and Inclusion: 

Prioritize inclusive development policies and programs that address root causes of socio-economic 
marginalization and inequality. 

Invest in infrastructure, job creation, and social services in conflict-affected areas to alleviate 
poverty and improve livelihoods. 

Support initiatives that empower women, youth, and marginalized groups to participate in 
decision-making processes and contribute to community resilience and peace building efforts. 

Strengthening Rule of Law and Accountability: 

Ensure accountability and justice for victims of terrorism and human rights abuses, including 
through effective prosecution of perpetrators. 

Strengthen rule of law institutions, including law enforcement agencies and the judiciary, to uphold 
human rights, combat impunity, and promote the rule of law. 

Enhance transparency and oversight mechanisms to prevent corruption and abuse of power, which 
can exacerbate grievances and fuel radicalization. 
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In conclusion, addressing the traces of terrorism in Nigeria across religious lines requires a 
comprehensive and multi-dimensional approach that addresses root causes, strengthens social 
cohesion, and promotes inclusive development. By implementing the aforementioned 
recommendations and forging partnerships between government, religious leaders, civil society, 
and international stakeholders, Nigeria can move towards a future characterized by peace, 
tolerance, and shared prosperity for all its citizens. 
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