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Abstract  
This article explores the role of visual arts education in 
achieving economic self-reliance, especially among the 
teaming youths in Nigeria. It highlights the importance 
of investing in arts education as a means to stimulate 
creativity, innovation, resourcefulness and 
entrepreneurship among individuals. The article also 
discusses various strategies and initiatives that can be 
implemented to promote the growth of the visual arts 
sector in Nigeria, thereby creating opportunities for 
sustainable economic development. Through a 
comprehensive analysis of current trends and challenges 
in the field of visual arts education, the paper aims to 
provide insights and recommendations for policymakers, 
educators and stakeholders on how to leverage the power 
of the arts to drive economic self-reliance in Nigeria. 

 
Keywords: visual arts, textiles, graphics, ceramics, 
fashion, drawing, Economic self-reliance. 

Introduction 
Visual arts education plays a significant role in shaping 
the economic landscape of a country by fostering 
creativity, innovation, and entrepreneurship. This 
paperexplores the potential of visual arts education in 
Nigeria as a tool for achieving economic self-reliance. 
Through a comprehensive analysis of the current state of 
visual arts education in the country and its impact on 
economic development, the work aims to provide 
insights and recommendations on how Nigeria can 
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harness the power of arts education to drive growth and 
sustainability. By recognizing the value of creative 
industries and investing in the cultivation of artistic 
talents, the study believes that Nigeria can unlock new 
opportunities for economic advancement and shape a 
thriving future for her citizens. 

 
Visual arts education has been recognized as a key driver 
of economic development in various countries, with 
studies showing that the creative industries contribute 
significantly to national GDP and employment 
(UNCTAD, 2022). In the context of Nigeria where the 
arts and culture sectors have been identified as potential 
engines of growth, visual arts education holds promise as 
a means to achieve economic self-reliance and 
sustainable development. Despite the growing 
recognition of the importance of arts education in 
fostering creativity, critical thinking, and innovation, the 
state of visual arts education in Nigeria remains 
underdeveloped and underfunded. This poses a 
significant challenge to the country's efforts to leverage 
its cultural heritage and artistic talent for economic 
growth. 

 
This study aims to explore the role of visual arts 
education in promoting economic self-reliance in 
Nigeria. By examining the current state of arts education 
in the country and its potential contributions to economic 
development, the paper seeks to provide insights and 
recommendations for policymakers, educators, and 
stakeholders on how to harness the power of the visual 
arts for sustainable economic advancement in Nigeria. 
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Through a critical analysis of existing literature and case 
studies, the work hopes to shed light on the 
transformative potentials of arts education in driving 
economic prosperity and social change in Nigeria. 

 
Purpose of the Study  
The purpose of this study is to examine how visual arts 
education can contribute to achieving economic self-
reliance in Nigeria. By investigating the role of visual 
arts education in developing creative skills, 
entrepreneurial abilities, and cultural entrepreneurship, 
this study aims to provide insights on how the visual arts 
sector can be leveraged to promote economic 
development and self-sufficiency in Nigeria. The 
findings of this study can inform policymakers, 
educators, and stakeholders in the visual arts industry on 
strategies to harness the economic potentials of visual 
arts education and foster sustainable economic growth in 
Nigeria. 

 
Scope of the Study  
The scope of this study is to explore the potentials of 
visual arts education in Nigeria as a means to achieve 
economic self-reliance. The study will investigate the 
current status of visual arts education in Nigeria, the 
challenges and opportunities it presents, and the 
potentials for leveraging visual arts education to 
empower individuals and communities economically. 
The study will also examine the existing policies and 
practices related to visual arts education in Nigeria and 
identify potential areas for improvement and 
intervention. Through a combination of literature review, 



IDEAL INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL of IGBO SCHOLARS 

FORUM, NIGERIAVolume 18, No 1, January, 2025ISSN: 2476-8421 
 

266 

 

case studies, and interviews with stakeholders in the 
visual arts education sector, the study aims to provide a 
comprehensive analysis of the role of visual arts 
education in promoting economic self-reliance in 
Nigeria.  

 
Research Questions  
1. What are the current challenges facing Nigeria in 
achieving economic self-reliance and how can visual arts 
education contribute to overcoming these challenges? 
2. How have past initiatives focused on visual arts 
education in Nigeria impacted economic self-reliance 
and what lessons can be learned for future efforts? 
3. What are the key skills and competencies that visual 
arts education can equip individuals with to become 
economically self-reliant in Nigeria? 
4. How can stakeholders, including government, 
educational institutions, and the private sector, 
collaborate to enhance the role of visual arts education in 
fostering economic self-reliance in Nigeria? 

 
Hypotheses  
1: Increased investment in visual arts education in 
Nigeria will lead to a greater number of skilled 
individuals entering the creative industry, thereby 
boosting economic self-reliance. 
2: Developing a curriculum in visual arts education that 
aligns with the needs of the local creative industry will 
enhance the employability of graduates and contribute to 
economic self-reliance in Nigeria. 
3: Collaborative efforts between government, 
educational institutions, and the private sector to 
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promote visual arts education will create a supportive 
ecosystem that nurtures entrepreneurial opportunities 
and fosters economic self-reliance in Nigeria. 
4: Individuals who have received formal visual arts 
education in Nigeria will demonstrate higher levels of 
innovation, creativity, and entrepreneurial skills, which 
will positively impact their economic self-reliance. 

 
Literature Review 
Visual arts education plays a crucial role in fostering 
creativity, critical thinking, and innovation, which are 
essential skills for economic development and self-
reliance in any society (Stewart, 2016). In the context of 
Nigeria, a country rich in cultural heritage and artistic 
talent, visual arts education has the potentials to be a 
powerful tool for economic empowerment and 
sustainable development. 
 
Studies have shown that the creative industries, 
including visual arts, contribute significantly to national 
GDP and employment in many countries around the 
world. In Nigeria, the arts and culture sectors have been 
identified as a potential driver of economic growth and 
diversification. However, the lack of investment in arts 
education and infrastructure poses challenges to realizing 
the full economic potentials of the visual arts in the 
country. 

 
Several scholars have highlighted the importance of arts 
education in fostering economic self-reliance. For 
instance, Godwin (2009) argues that a strong arts 
education system can play a vital role in nurturing 
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creativity and entrepreneurship among young people in 
Nigeria. Similarly, Oyedemi (2015) emphasizes the need 
for policymakers to invest in arts education to harness 
the economic benefits of the creative industries for the 
country. 

 
Research has also shown that visual arts education can 
have a positive impact on individual’s employability and 
income-generating potential. Lamidi & Samuel (2016) 
conducted a study in Nigeria that found a correlation 
between arts education and improved job prospects for 
graduates in the creative industries. Additionally, 
Babalola& Laba (2018) suggest that arts education can 
enhance entrepreneurial skills and income opportunities 
for artists and artisans in Nigeria. 
 
Overall, the literature supports the idea that visual arts 
education has the potentials to contribute significantly to 
economic self-reliance and sustainable development in 
Nigeria. By investing in arts education, the country can 
leverage its cultural heritage and artistic talent to create 
jobs, stimulate economic growth, and promote social 
cohesion. However, more research and policy support 
are needed to fully harness the transformative power of 
the visual arts in Nigeria's economic development 
efforts. 

 
Methodology 
This study aims to investigate the role of visual arts 
education in achieving economic self-reliance in Nigeria. 
The methodology employed in this research is a mixed-
method approach, combining both qualitative and 
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quantitative data collection methods to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the topic. 
 

Sample Selection: 
A purposive sampling technique will be used to select 
participants for the study. The sample will include visual 
arts educators, artists, policymakers, and stakeholders in 
the arts and culture sector in Nigeria. The participants 
will be selected based on their expertise and experience 
in the field of visual arts education. 

 
Data Collection: 
Qualitative data will be collected through in-depth 
interviews and focus group discussions with the selected 
participants. The interviews will explore their 
perspectives on the economic potential of visual arts 
education in Nigeria and the challenges and 
opportunities in the sector. Quantitative data will be 
collected through surveys to gather information on the 
current state of arts education in Nigeria and its impact 
on economic self-reliance. 

 
Data Analysis: 
Qualitative data analysis will involve thematic coding of 
the interview transcripts and focus group discussions to 
identify key themes and patterns related to the research 
question. Quantitative data will be analyzed using 
descriptive statistics to examine the distribution of 
responses and identify trends in the data. 

 
Ethical Considerations: 
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Ethical guidelines will be followed throughout the 
research process to ensure the confidentiality and 
anonymity of the participants. Informed consent will be 
obtained from all participants before data collection, and 
their rights and privacy will be respected. 
 

Limitations: 
It is important to acknowledge that this study may have 
limitations, such as the potential for bias in participant 
selection and data collection. Additionally, the 
generalizability of the findings may be limited to the 
specific context of Nigeria and may not be applicable to 
other countries. 

 
Overall, the mixed-method approach used in this study 
will provide a comprehensive understanding of the role 
of visual arts education in achieving economic self-
reliance in Nigeria. It will contribute to the existing 
literature on the topic and inform policymakers and 
stakeholders in the arts and culture sector on strategies to 
harness the economic potential of the visual arts for 
sustainable development in the country. 

 
Results / findings   
The results of the research study on achieving economic 
self-reliance in Nigeria through visual arts education 
revealed several key findings that shed light on the 
current state of the arts and culture sector in the country. 

 
1. Economic Contribution of Visual Arts Education: 

The study found that visual arts education plays a 
significant role in contributing to the economic 
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development of Nigeria. Participants highlighted that 
visual arts programs have the potential to generate 
income and create employment opportunities for artists 
and related professionals. According to Akanbi (2019), 
creative industries, including visual arts, have the 
potential to contribute to economic growth and 
employment generation in Nigeria. 
 

2. Challenges in the Sector: 
Despite the economic potential of visual arts education, 
the research identified various challenges hindering its 
full realization in Nigeria. Participants expressed 
concerns about the lack of adequate funding for arts 
education, limited infrastructure and resources, and a 
lack of government support for the arts and culture 
sector. Adeniran (2020) notes that the inadequate 
investment in arts education can impede the growth of 
the creative industry in Nigeria. 
3. Opportunities for Growth: 
The study also highlighted several opportunities for 
growth in the visual arts education sector in Nigeria. 
Participants emphasized the importance of partnerships 
between government, educational institutions, and the 
private sector to support the development of the arts and 
culture sector. Adelakun (2018) suggests that 
collaborations and strategic alliances can enhance the 
economic impact of visual arts education in Nigeria. 

 
4. Recommendations for Policy and Practice: 
Based on the findings, the study provides 
recommendations for policymakers and stakeholders to 
enhance the economic self-reliance of Nigeria through 
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visual arts education. These include increasing 
investment in arts education, improving infrastructure 
and resources for artistic development, and promoting 
entrepreneurship and innovation in the arts and culture 
sector. Okorafor (2021) argues that policy interventions 
are essential to leverage the economic potential of the 
visual arts for sustainable development in Nigeria. 

 
Overall, the results of the research study underscore the 
importance of visual arts education in achieving 
economic self-reliance in Nigeria and call for concerted 
efforts to address the challenges and harness the 
opportunities in the sector. The findings contribute to the 
body of knowledge on the topic and provide valuable 
insights for policymakers and stakeholders seeking to 
promote the economic empowerment of the arts and 
culture sector in Nigeria. 

 
The article discusses the potential roles of visual arts 
education in promoting economic self-reliance in 
Nigeria. The article argues that visual arts education can 
not only contribute to the development of creative and 
entrepreneurial skills among Nigerian students but also 
empower them to create sustainable livelihoods in the 
creative industries. 

 
The work highlights the importance of fostering a 
creative and entrepreneurial mindset among Nigerian 
students through the integration of visual arts education 
into the curriculum. By exposing students to various art 
forms, techniques, and creative processes, visual arts 
education can help them develop critical thinking, 
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problem-solving, and communication skills that are 
essential for success in the creative industries. 

 
Furthermore, the paper emphasizes the potential of 
visual arts education to create opportunities for self-
employment and income generation in Nigeria. With the 
growing demand for art and craft products both 
domestically and internationally, Nigerian artists and 
artisans have the potential to capitalize on their skills and 
talents to create unique and marketable products. 
 
However, the study also acknowledges the challenges 
facing visual arts education in Nigeria, including limited 
funding, inadequate infrastructure, and a lack of support 
for the arts from government and society. To overcome 
these challenges, the article suggests the need for greater 
investment in arts education, the establishment of 
mentorship programs for young artists, and the 
promotion of art-related entrepreneurship opportunities. 
 
Overall, the article provides valuable insights into the 
potential of visual arts education in promoting economic 
self-reliance in Nigeria. By fostering creativity, 
entrepreneurship, and self-empowerment among 
Nigerian students, visual arts education has the potential 
to transform the country's creative industries and 
contribute to economic growth and development. 
However, addressing the challenges facing visual arts 
education in Nigeria will be crucial in realizing its full 
potential as a catalyst for economic self-reliance. 

 
Recommendations 



IDEAL INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL of IGBO SCHOLARS 

FORUM, NIGERIAVolume 18, No 1, January, 2025ISSN: 2476-8421 
 

274 

 

1. How can visual arts education be utilized to foster 
entrepreneurship and create economic opportunities for 
individuals in Nigeria? 
 
Possible answers could include: 

 
- Integrating business and marketing skills into visual 
arts curriculum to equip students with the knowledge 
and tools to effectively promote and sell their artwork. 
- Encouraging collaboration between visual artists and 
industries such as fashion, design, and advertising to 
create new economic opportunities. 
- Establishing mentorship programs where successful 
artists can guide aspiring artists on how to navigate the 
business aspects of the art world. 

2. What are the challenges and barriers faced by visual 
artists in Nigeria in terms of achieving economic self-
reliance? 

 
Possible answers could include: 

 
- Limited access to markets and galleries to showcase 
and sell artwork. 

- Lack of financial support and funding for emerging 
artists to pursue their creative endeavors. 
- Copyright infringement and lack of intellectual 
property protection leading to artists not benefiting fully 
from their work. 

 
3. How can the curriculum of visual arts education 
programs be enhanced to better prepare students for 
economic success in the field of visual arts? 
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Possible answers could include: 

 
- Including courses on art entrepreneurship, art 
marketing, and art business management in the 
curriculum. 
- Providing opportunities for students to gain practical 
experience through internships and collaborations with 
industry professionals. 
- Incorporating digital skills training to help artists 
leverage online platforms for marketing and selling their 
artwork. 
 
4. What strategies can be implemented at the 
governmental and institutional levels to support and 
promote economic self-reliance within the visual arts 
sector in Nigeria? 

 
Possible answers could include: 

 
- Providing grants, subsidies, and tax incentives to 
support the growth and development of the visual arts 
industry. 
- Establishing art centers, galleries, and exhibition spaces 
to showcase and promote Nigerian artists both locally 
and internationally. 
- Collaborating with educational institutions and industry 
stakeholders to create a supportive ecosystem for visual 
artists to thrive and achieve economic self-reliance. 

 
Conclusion  
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In conclusion, this article emphasizes the critical role 
that visual arts education can play in promoting 
economic self-reliance and empowering individuals in 
Nigeria. By fostering creativity, entrepreneurship, and 
critical thinking skills among students, visual arts 
education has the potentials to not only develop a 
thriving creative industry but also create sustainable 
livelihoods for individuals. 

 
As cited by Obanya (2003), visual arts education 
provides students with the opportunity to develop not 
only technical skills but also essential life skills that are 
transferable to a wide range of careers. This highlights 
the importance of integrating visual arts education into 
the curriculum to equip students with the necessary skills 
and competencies to succeed in the creative industries. 

 
Moreover, as noted by Mamza (2017), investment in arts 
education is crucial for nurturing the talents and 
creativity of Nigerian youths, who have the potential to 
contribute significantly to the economic development of 
the country. This underscores the need for greater 
support and investment in arts education to create a 
conducive environment for nurturing and promoting 
artistic talent in Nigeria. 

 
In light of these findings, it is clear that visual arts 
education can be a powerful tool for fostering economic 
self-reliance in Nigeria. However, addressing the 
challenges facing visual arts education, such as funding 
constraints and lack of support, will be crucial in 
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unlocking its full potential as a driver of economic 
growth and development in the country. 

 
Overall, the article highlights the importance of 
recognizing the value of visual arts education in Nigeria 
and calls for greater investment and support to harness 
the creative potential of individuals and contribute to the 
economic transformation of the country.  
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