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ABSTRACT 

In Vitro Fertilization (IVF), a groundbreaking advancement in assisted reproductive 

technology has ignited intricate theological, ethical, and cultural debates, particularly 

within the pluralistic denominational framework of Nigerian Christianity. This study 

critically examines the theological stances, ethical implications, and cultural intersections 

shaping denominational perspectives on IVF, focusing on the Catholic Secretariat of 

Nigeria, Pentecostal fellowships, and African Instituted Churches. This research adopts a 

qualitative approach with a comparative analysis design to explore Nigerian Christian 

perspectives on theological issues related to fertility, reproduction, and infertility. The 

findings highlight the Catholic Church's adherence to natural law, underscoring the sanctity 

of life and rejecting artificial reproductive interventions. At the same time, Pentecostal and 

African Instituted Churches exhibit a more conditional acceptance influenced by scriptural 

interpretations and contextual cultural values. Ethical dilemmas, such as the moral status 

of embryos, the sanctity of life, and the exploitation of reproduction, intersect with cultural 

imperatives surrounding lineage and fertility, creating multifaceted tensions. The study 

advocates for developing coherent theological frameworks, enhancing pastoral care 

practices, and integrating culturally informed educational programmes within Nigerian 

Christianity to navigate IVF's ethical and theological complexities. By elucidating the 

interplay of faith, ethics, and contemporary reproductive technologies, this research 

contributes to global theological discourse. It provides actionable insights for clergy, 

theologians, and faith communities addressing infertility and its related ethical challenges. 
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INTRODUCTION  
 

In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) represents a significant advancement in medical science, 

providing a solution to infertility that offers hope to countless couples. As one of the most 

widely used forms of assisted reproductive technology, IVF involves fertilizing an egg 

outside the womb, which is then implanted in the uterus to initiate pregnancy. First 

successfully applied in 1978, IVF has allowed many couples to achieve pregnancy when 
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other options proved unsuccessful. The process involves several stages, including ovarian 

stimulation, egg retrieval, fertilization in a controlled laboratory setting, and finally, the 

transfer of the fertilized embryo into the mother's uterus. Despite its potential, IVF has been 

a topic of ethical and theological debate, especially within religious communities. 

Questions around the sanctity of life, the status of embryos, and the ethics of artificial 

intervention in reproduction remain particularly complex in communities where doctrines 

on human life and family structure are deeply valued. 

The Nigerian Christian community, diverse in structure and doctrine, provides a 

compelling context for examining perspectives on IVF. Christianity in Nigeria comprises 

multiple denominations, each with its theological foundations and ethical views. Prominent 

are the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria, the Christian Council of Nigeria, the Christian 

Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria, the Organization of African Instituted Churches, and the 

TEKAN/ECWA Fellowship. Each denomination brings unique doctrinal teachings and 

traditional influences to bear on complex issues like IVF. For example, the Catholic 

Church, guided by natural law and a solid commitment to the sanctity of life, often holds a 

conservative view on assisted reproductive technologies. In contrast, certain Pentecostal 

and African Instituted Churches may demonstrate more flexibility, influenced by a blend 

of scripture and cultural values that shape their pastoral approaches to infertility. This 

denominational diversity highlights the perspectives within Nigerian Christianity, revealing 

the layered and sometimes conflicting beliefs that underlie each group's stance on IVF. 

This research is particularly relevant in understanding IVF's theological, ethical, 

and cultural dimensions within Nigerian Christianity. Understanding denominational 

perspectives provides deeper insight into how each Christian group interprets IVF's ethical 

and moral implications. As IVF raises questions about human intervention in reproduction, 

the moral status of embryos, and the sanctity of life, these denominational perspectives 

impact the guidance that religious leaders offer to members. Additionally, Nigeria's cultural 

context adds layers of complexity. Family, lineage, and fertility hold significant value in 

many Nigerian communities, and traditional beliefs about these concepts often intersect 

with Christian teachings in ways that may enhance or challenge the church's stance. This 

research aims to bring clarity to these intersections, offering a comprehensive look at the 

varied Christian responses to IVF in Nigeria and supporting more informed pastoral care 

for couples seeking guidance on fertility treatments. 

The study's primary objective is to analyze the perspectives of Nigerian Christian 

denominations on IVF by examining theological, ethical, and cultural factors. This includes 

investigating the theological positions of each denomination, identifying their ethical 

concerns about IVF, analyzing how Nigerian cultural values influence these perspectives, 

exploring pastoral care practices, and understanding challenges faced by denominations in 

balancing doctrine with the practical realities of infertility. The study aims to identify the 

doctrinal foundations each denomination uses to formulate its stance on IVF, whether 
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derived from scripture, church tradition, or natural law principles. It also seeks to examine 

the ethical questions denominations may raise about IVF, such as concerns regarding the 

sanctity of life, embryo status, and distinctions between natural and artificial reproduction. 

Additionally, the study will explore how Nigerian cultural beliefs interact with Christian 

views on IVF, as well as the types of support and guidance churches provide to couples 

considering or undergoing IVF. By understanding these components, the research seeks to 

reveal the challenges and needs within Nigerian Christianity related to infertility and IVF. 

The methodology for this study was a qualitative comparative analysis focusing on 

the theological, ethical, and cultural dimensions of In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) within 

Nigerian Christianity. The study involved administering structured questionnaires to a 

target population of 100 participants, comprising clergy, theologians, and lay members 

drawn from the five blocs of CAN. These denominations were chosen for their theological 

diversity, ensuring a comprehensive exploration of perspectives. This methodology was 

selected to enable an in-depth understanding of varied doctrinal positions, ethical concerns, 

and cultural influences shaping attitudes toward IVF, using purposive sampling to gather 

data from informed participants. The responses were analyzed using thematic analysis, 

providing insights into denominational differences and shared ethical frameworks. To fulfil 

these objectives, the study will address several key questions. It will ask what theological 

positions Nigerian Christian denominations hold on IVF and explore the doctrinal bases for 

these positions. Further, it will examine the ethical concerns Nigerian denominations 

associate with IVF, particularly regarding issues like the sanctity of life and embryo status. 

The study will also look at the influence of Nigerian cultural beliefs on denominational 

perspectives, analyzing how these cultural elements either align with or challenge church 

teachings. Additionally, the research will investigate what forms of pastoral support 

Nigerian Christian churches provide to members dealing with infertility or considering IVF, 

including guidance, counselling, and community support. Finally, it will assess how these 

churches handle conflicts that may arise between traditional cultural values and Christian 

teachings on reproductive technologies. 

By addressing these questions, this research will offer a nuanced understanding of 

Nigerian Christian perspectives on IVF, shedding light on the ethical, theological, and 

cultural complexities that influence denominational responses to assisted reproduction. The 

findings provide valuable insights for clergy, scholars, and congregants, equipping the 

Nigerian Christian community to navigate the intersections of faith, ethics, and 

reproductive technology more thoughtfully and compassionately. 

IVF IN GLOBAL CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 

Globally, Christian perspectives on IVF vary widely among denominations and 

assisted reproductive technologies (ARTs) like IVF have been subject to extensive 
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theological debate. Mainline Christian denominations often approach IVF from a moral 

framework that prioritizes the sanctity of life and the divine nature of creation (Smith 45) 

The Catholic Church, for instance, maintains a restrictive stance on IVF, as documented in 

the "Catechism of the Catholic Church" (Vatican 23). According to Catholic doctrine, 

human life is to be protected from conception, and interventions that separate conception 

from natural marital relations are seen as incompatible with church teachings (Vatican 25). 

Consequently, the Catholic Church considers IVF morally problematic due to issues 

surrounding embryo status and the potential for selective embryo disposal (Jones & Marks 

90). Protestant views, on the other hand, are more diverse, with some denominations such 

as the Anglican Communion showing a moderate acceptance of IVF, primarily when it is 

utilized to address infertility without compromising embryo sanctity (Thomas 67). 

Evangelical Christianity presents another range of opinions, often supporting IVF 

if it aligns with biblical principles and upholds family values. However, concerns remain 

about embryo manipulation (Browning21). Overall, Christian discourse on IVF highlights 

significant ethical concerns, including the sanctity of life, the potential for commodification 

of human reproduction, and the belief in divine involvement in human fertility (Davies 

130). This diversity within global Christianity underscores the need for context-specific 

analyses that consider cultural and doctrinal nuances, as evident in the Nigerian Christian 

community. 

IVF IN THE AFRICAN RELIGIOUS CONTEXT  

In African societies, IVF and other ARTs are often approached within a broader 

framework that integrates cultural beliefs about family, lineage, and fertility. African 

religious thought traditionally values fertility as a divine blessing and family continuity as 

central to societal stability (Adetunji 50). Studies indicate that ARTs can create ethical 

dilemmas within African societies, particularly around the sanctity of life and the role of 

ancestors and lineage in defining family (Mugambi 74). In many African communities, 

children are not only seen as a personal blessing but also as essential to the survival and 

prosperity of the extended family (Chigbo 119).For example, studies within Nigerian 

contexts reveal that while some communities accept IVF due to its promise of overcoming 

infertility, others remain hesitant, fearing that it may disrupt traditional understandings of 

kinship and lineage (Eze 88). Furthermore, cultural perspectives often emphasize the 

naturalness of reproduction, raising concerns that IVF may interfere with divine providence 

(Ajayi 103). In this context, ethical considerations on IVF are often intertwined with 

religious beliefs, leading some African theologians to call for a culturally contextual 

approach to ARTs that respects both Christian and African values (Omotoye 35). Overall, 

IVF within the African religious framework is a multifaceted issue that encompasses both 

respect for life and continuity, posing complex ethical questions for Christian communities. 
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NIGERIAN DENOMINATIONAL PERSPECTIVES  

Within Nigerian Christianity, perspectives on IVF reflect a broad spectrum of 

theological, ethical, and cultural beliefs. Studies indicate that significant denominations, 

such as the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria and the Christian Council of Nigeria, generally 

align with traditional Christian teachings on IVF but adapt these views to local contexts 

(Okeke 112). For instance, the Catholic Church in Nigeria follows the Vatican's teachings. 

However, it considers the unique cultural aspects of Nigerian society in its pastoral 

approach, often emphasizing natural reproduction while advising against practices that 

compromise embryo integrity (Onyeka 97).Pentecostal churches in Nigeria, often known 

for their emphasis on divine intervention, generally advocate for prayer and faith-based 

approaches to infertility. However, some Pentecostal communities display openness 

towards IVF if they perceive it as a divinely permitted solution to infertility, provided it 

respects human life (Oluwole 130). 

 African Instituted Churches, such as the Celestial Church of Christ, also exhibit 

distinct perspectives, often blending Christian doctrine with African spirituality and 

cultural beliefs, which may support or discourage IVF based on the specific doctrinal 

interpretations of each group (Adeyemi 45).Studies also reveal that Nigerian denominations 

commonly face ethical challenges related to IVF, particularly regarding embryo 

preservation and the moral implications of selective fertilization (Aluko 140). Nigerian 

Christianity's doctrinal diversity reflects broader social and cultural beliefs, making it 

essential to analyze each denomination's stance within its unique cultural and ethical 

framework (Umeh 103). 

THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS IN IVF DISCUSSIONS  

The theological foundations informing IVF discussions within Nigerian 

Christianity draw heavily from scripture, church tradition, and natural law. Scripturally, 

Nigerian theologians often reference the Genesis narrative, particularly passages like 

Genesis 1:28, where God commands humanity to "be fruitful and multiply," to underscore 

the value placed on family and reproduction (Ogunleye 55). However, some Nigerian 

denominations interpret this mandate as a divine invitation to seek reproduction through 

natural means, viewing IVF as potentially contradictory to God's intended design (Ifeanyi 

61). In this interpretation, ARTs are seen as human interventions that may interfere with 

divine plans. 

Church tradition plays a significant role, particularly within the Catholic Church 

and other mainline denominations, where natural law is often cited as a basis for evaluating 

the morality of IVF (Nwosu 77). According to natural law theory, reproduction is inherently 

tied to the marital relationship, and any technological intervention that disrupts this bond is 

considered morally questionable (Ike 88). Yet, Nigerian Christian thought also incorporates 
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aspects of African traditional religion, which regards life and fertility as sacred and 

communal concerns (Chukwuemeka 44). This blending of Christian and traditional African 

perspectives often results in a nuanced theological approach that considers both the 

preservation of life and the continuity of family lineage (Odeyemi 75).Ethical questions 

surrounding embryo manipulation, selective fertilization, and embryo disposal further 

complicate the theological discourse. Many Nigerian theologians argue for the sanctity of 

the embryo, asserting that life begins at conception. Thus, any act that risks embryo 

destruction is viewed as morally problematic (Babalola, 2092). This emphasis on the 

sanctity of life influences the Nigerian Christian community's responses to IVF, as leaders 

seek to guide congregants in ways that align with both biblical values and local cultural 

beliefs (Kazeem 123). 

This research adopts a qualitative approach with a comparative analysis design to 

explore Nigerian Christian perspectives on theological issues related to fertility, 

reproduction, and infertility. Using a qualitative design, the study aims to gain a deeper 

understanding of the diverse theological views of Nigerian Christian clergy, theologians, 

and lay members regarding reproductive issues. The comparative analysis enables a 

nuanced exploration of the theological, ethical, and cultural influences that shape these 

perspectives across different denominations. The primary tool for data collection is a 

questionnaire designed to capture the diverse views of participants from various Christian 

denominations. The questionnaire is structured into several sections, each focusing on 

different aspects of the research topic. The first section collects demographic information, 

including participants' age, gender, denominational affiliation, role within the church 

(whether clergy, theologian, or lay member), and their level of theological education. This 

data helps contextualize the responses and ensure a diverse sample of participants.  

The second section explores participants' theological beliefs regarding fertility and 

reproduction. Questions focus on their understanding of divine involvement in fertility, 

interpretations of key biblical texts such as Genesis 1:27-28 and 30:1-2, and how these 

beliefs influence their views on reproduction and infertility. The third section will focus on 

ethical and moral views concerning reproductive technologies like IVF and their 

implications within a Christian framework. It explores how each denomination views the 

morality of IVF and other infertility treatments, focusing on whether these practices align 

with biblical teachings and ethical standards. In the fourth section, the questionnaire probes 

the cultural and denominational influences on participants' views regarding fertility and 

reproduction. This section explores how participants' cultural contexts and denominational 

traditions shape their theological perspectives and ethical decisions about reproductive 

matters. The final section examines how the Nigerian Christian church addresses infertility 

issues and reproductive technologies in its teachings and pastoral practices. It explores how 

clergy and theologians respond to these issues in their preaching, counselling, and church 

teachings and how lay members engage with them. 
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The target population for this study includes Nigerian Christian clergy, theologians, 

and lay members. The sample is drawn from significant denominations within Nigeria, 

including the Nigerian Baptist Convention, Pentecostal churches, Catholicism, and 

Anglicanism. These denominations were chosen for their varied theological positions on 

issues related to fertility and reproduction, providing a broad spectrum of views for 

comparative analysis. The clergy, including pastors, bishops, and other church leaders offer 

theological insights and pastoral perspectives on the issues under investigation. The 

theologians, formally trained in biblical studies and theology, provide academic 

perspectives, particularly on fertility and IVF's scriptural and ethical dimensions. Though 

not necessarily theologically trained, Lay members offer insights into the grassroots 

understanding and personal engagement with these issues within the church community. 

A purposive sampling technique is used to select participants who are 

knowledgeable about and engaged with the theological issues of fertility, reproduction, and 

infertility. The sample includes 100 participants, with 25 individuals from each 

denomination, ensuring a diversity of views across different Christian traditions. Data 

analysis is conducted using thematic analysis. This method involves identifying, analyzing, 

and reporting patterns (themes) within the data. The first stepis transcribing all responses 

and reading through them multiple times to identify recurring ideas and themes. Relevant 

portions of the text will be grouped into categories, which is then grouped into broader 

themes based on common patterns across the data.  

Once the themes are identified, a comparative analysis is conducted across the 

different denominational groups. This helps to reveal how theological positions on fertility 

and reproductive issues vary between denominations and provide insights into the cultural 

and theological factors that influence these differences. The final analysis compares the 

findings with existing literature on Christian perspectives on reproductive issues, 

particularly in African and Nigerian contexts. The study interprets the themes identified 

concerning the broader ethical, theological, and cultural considerations, offering a 

comprehensive understanding of Nigerian Christian perspectives on IVF, infertility, and 

related reproductive matters. 

FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS  

The respondents represented a wide demographic range in terms of age, gender, and 

denominational affiliations, including members from the Christian Pentecostal Fellowship 

of Nigeria (CPFN), Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN), TEKAN/ECWA Fellowship, and 

the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN). This diversity offers a comprehensive 

perspective on denominational views regarding IVF, as each group brings distinct 

theological and cultural interpretations that inform their stance. Additionally, demographic 

factors like age and church role appear to influence attitudes toward IVF, with younger 

respondents generally displaying more moderate support and older clergy often expressing 
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more substantial reservations. The denominational theological stances on IVF differ 

substantially, with positions rooted in Scripture, Church Tradition, and Natural Law. For 

instance, the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria strongly opposes IVF, considering it 

incompatible with the natural procreative order established by God. In contrast, other 

denominations, such as CCN and CPFN, exhibit moderate support, often interpreting IVF 

within a framework of natural law or divine intervention. Some respondents reference 

scriptural passages, including Psalm 127:1, to affirm that procreation remains under divine 

authority, viewing IVF as a possible means to achieve conception as long as it respects life 

and avoids controversial practices, such as embryo disposal. 

Ethical concerns surrounding IVF were prominent across responses, particularly 

regarding the sanctity of life, the moral status of embryos, and the perceived dichotomy 

between natural and artificial reproductive methods. Embryo disposal emerged as a 

significant ethical challenge, with some denominations equating it to abortion, thereby 

raising theological and moral objections. The use of donor gametes, often discouraged, 

presents further ethical considerations related to marital exclusivity in reproduction. Most 

denominations emphasized that IVF should align with life-affirming values, with some 

endorsing the procedure only if it excludes embryo destruction and adheres to ethical 

standards. The influence of Nigerian cultural beliefs is evident in shaping denominational 

views on IVF, often adding complexity to the discussion. In particular, traditional beliefs 

surrounding lineage and the importance of biological offspring can lead to tension between 

cultural expectations and church teachings. Some respondents highlighted societal 

pressures on couples to produce biological children, which may conflict with theological 

stances that are neutral or opposed to IVF. In denominations where IVF receives 

conditional support, cultural beliefs may align more closely with church doctrines that 

support compassionate assistance for couples grappling with infertility. 

The support structures churches offer to members considering or undergoing IVF 

vary widely. Standard provisions include counselling services, spiritual guidance, and 

occasional financial support. While some denominations organize seminars and workshops 

on reproductive technologies, the frequency and depth of these educational programs differ. 

Efforts to address stigma related to infertility and the use of assisted reproductive 

technologies are in place within certain denominations, where church leaders prioritize 

compassionate support over stigmatization. Recommendations from respondents indicate a 

need for Nigerian Christian churches to adopt a more open and supportive stance on IVF, 

addressing the ethical, theological, and cultural dimensions through dedicated teaching and 

organized workshops. Several respondents suggested that denominations develop precise 

theological positions on IVF and consider financial assistance for members lacking the 

resources to access treatment. Calls for greater theological engagement were frequent, with 

some advocating for specific training for clergy and church leaders to better equip them for 

counselling members affected by infertility. 
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COMPARISON ACROSS DENOMINATIONS  

Analysis of responses from different denominations reveals distinct theological, 

ethical, and cultural perspectives on IVF. The Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN) 

maintains a solid opposition to IVF, citing Natural Law and the sanctity of life, viewing 

IVF as a deviation from God's natural design for procreation. In contrast, the Christian 

Council of Nigeria (CCN) and TEKAN/ECWA Fellowship generally adopt a moderately 

supportive stance, referencing Scripture and Natural Law to justify IVF, provided it upholds 

pro-life principles. The Christian Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria (CPFN/PFN) often 

lacks an official stance. However, it displays a range of responses, from neutral to 

supportive, depending on the perceived alignment of IVF with divine intervention and 

church teachings. Ethical concerns across denominations focus primarily on embryo status, 

sanctity of life, and genetic manipulation, with notable divergences on embryo disposal. 

CHALLENGES AND CONFLICTS  

Traditional beliefs present significant challenges to denominational views on IVF, 

as societal pressures often emphasize biological offspring, leading to tension between 

cultural expectations and religious teachings. For example, many denominations encounter 

conflicts when members rely on cultural beliefs that view childbearing as necessary for 

family and societal acceptance. Ethical issues also arise in managing the moral implications 

of genetic manipulation and embryo disposal, which some denominations equate with 

abortion. The theological challenge centres on reconciling IVF with Christian teachings on 

divine intervention, as some members perceive artificial reproduction as conflicting with 

faith, while others accept it as part of God's provision through human innovation. 

 

IMPLICATIONS FOR CHRISTIAN PRACTICE IN NIGERIA  

The findings suggest several implications for pastoral care, theological education, 

and cultural sensitivity within Nigerian Christian churches. Enhanced pastoral care 

programs, including counselling and financial support, could be established to assist 

couples considering IVF. Churches may also benefit from incorporating IVF discussions 

into theological education, equipping clergy with knowledge to address ethical and 

theological concerns. Addressing cultural sensitivity is crucial, as many Nigerian Christians 

navigate the interplay between traditional beliefs and church teachings. Educational 

initiatives, such as seminars and workshops, could foster a compassionate understanding of 

IVF within the church, reducing stigma and aligning practices with biblical guidance. 
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CONCLUSION 

This study reveals a complex tapestry of theological, ethical, and cultural 

perspectives on IVF within Nigerian Christian denominations. Theologically, perspectives 

range from solid opposition, as seen in the Catholic Secretariat of Nigeria (CSN), which 

grounds its stance in Natural Law and a strict interpretation of divine order, to more 

moderate support within denominations like the Christian Council of Nigeria (CCN) and 

TEKAN/ECWA, which consider IVF as a possible tool for fulfilling biblical mandates on 

procreation. Ethical issues are central to these discussions, particularly regarding the 

sanctity of life and the status of embryos. Concerns around embryo disposal, genetic 

manipulation, and the distinction between natural and artificial reproduction reflect each 

denomination's interpretation of Christian morality. Cultural factors further complicate 

these views, as traditional Nigerian beliefs about lineage and the importance of biological 

offspring create additional pressures for Christian couples, often leading to conflicts 

between societal expectations and church teachings. 

Nigerian Christian denominations may consider several practical steps to address 

IVF doctrinally consistently. First, developing precise theological positions on IVF would 

offer structured guidance for clergy and congregants. This could involve collaboration with 

theological scholars to interpret IVF in alignment with denominational doctrines. 

Expanding pastoral support is another essential measure; comprehensive programs that 

include counselling, financial aid, and spiritual guidance would provide practical help to 

couples navigating infertility. Education also plays a key role; seminars and workshops 

featuring medical and ethical experts' input could inform members about IVF while 

grounding discussions in biblical teachings. Reducing the stigma associated with infertility 

and assisted reproduction is equally essential, requiring pastoral training that fosters 

compassionate, supportive attitudes within congregations. 

Future research could delve deeper into the intersection of IVF and assisted 

reproductive technologies within African Christianity. Exploring how indigenous beliefs 

shape Christian ethics or comparing perspectives across African cultures may offer 

valuable insights. Additionally, studies could investigate the psychological and spiritual 

impact of infertility on Christian couples in Nigeria, as well as the theological implications 

of the sanctity of life in the context of reproductive technologies. Such research could enrich 

understanding of how African Christian communities integrate faith with modern 

advancements in reproductive health, providing a framework for pastoral care and ethical 

guidance in an era of rapidly evolving medical possibilities. 
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