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Abstract

The rapid advancement of digital technology has transformed education globally, raising
questions about the feasibility of virtual learning as a replacement for traditional schooling. In
Nigeria, where the education sector faces persistent challenges such as inadequate infrastructure,
teacher shortages, and regional disparities, online learning has emerged as both a potential
solution and a subject of debate. This study employs a qualitative method to critically examine
the philosophical foundations of learning to assess whether virtual education can fully replace
traditional schools in Nigeria. It explores epistemological perspectives—constructivism and
empiricism—alongside educational philosophies such as progressivism and essentialism,
analyzing their implications for online and conventional learning models. The study further
evaluates key practical considerations, including internet accessibility, teacher preparedness,
student engagement, and socio-cultural attitudes toward education in a digital era. Findings
suggest that while virtual education enhances accessibility and flexibility, it faces significant
limitations in replicating the interpersonal engagement, experiential learning, and structured
pedagogy characteristic of traditional schools. This study concludes that a hybrid model,
integrating both virtual and physical learning environments, may be the most viable approach for
Nigeria’s educational development.

Keywords: Online Learning, Traditional Education, Constructivism, Student Engagement,
Hybrid Learning Model.

Introduction

Online learning, broadly defined as the use of digital platforms to facilitate education, has gained
prominence as an alternative to traditional classroom-based instruction. Unlike conventional
education, which relies on structured schedules, direct teacher-student interactions, and physical
learning environments, online learning leverages technology to provide flexible, remote access to
educational resources. This mode of learning has been propelled by advancements in internet
connectivity, mobile technology, and digital pedagogical tools, enabling learners to engage with
academic content beyond the constraints of time and location (Edmond et al., 2025). In Nigeria,
the education system is a dynamic blend of public and private institutions, catering to a rapidly
growing population. Despite its significance as a driver of national development, the sector faces
persistent challenges, including inadequate infrastructure, teacher shortages, and regional
disparities in access to quality education. These constraints have fueled the rise of virtual
learning as an alternative means of instruction. While online platforms offer opportunities for
expanded access to education, questions remain regarding their effectiveness, accessibility, and
potential to replace traditional schooling. This study critically examines the feasibility of virtual
education as a substitute for traditional schools in Nigeria. Beyond technical considerations, the
inquiry delves into the philosophical dimensions of learning whether education is best
experienced through direct human interaction or digital mediation (Okpara, 2023). Additionally,
the study explores key factors influencing the adoption of online learning, including internet
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accessibility, teacher readiness, student engagement, and socio-cultural attitudes toward virtual
education.

Philosophical Foundations of Learning

The philosophical basis of education provides a framework for examining whether online
learning can replace traditional schooling in Nigeria. Epistemological considerations about
knowledge acquisition are central to evaluating both virtual and conventional education methods.
These perspectives matter significantly in Nigeria, where education intersects with culture,
limited resources, and development goals. This study explores how epistemological theories,
particularly constructivism and empiricism, reveal the strengths and limitations of online
learning compared to traditional education in Nigeria's educational context (Mormah & Bassey,
2021).

Constructivism maintains that knowledge develops through active engagement rather than
passive reception. This view highlights the importance of social and contextual processes in
learning, where people build understanding through dialogue, collaboration, and shared
experiences. In traditional Nigerian education, this happens through direct student-teacher
interactions and peer exchanges in physical classrooms. These environments support knowledge
co-creation, aligning with cultural practices that value communal learning and oral traditions.
Online learning uses digital platforms to facilitate these interactions through discussion boards,
video conferencing, and collaborative software. While these technologies enable communication
across distances, they change interaction by removing physical presence (Nwagwu, 2020).

Empiricism provides another perspective, suggesting that knowledge comes from sensory
experience and direct environmental encounters. This view emphasizes learning through
observation, experimentation, and practical application elements typically supported by physical
school infrastructure. In Nigerian classrooms, empirical learning occurs through laboratory
experiments, field observations, and hands-on activities that let students test theories against real-
world situations. These experiences are especially valuable in resource-limited settings, where
practical skills enhance formal education's usefulness. Online learning introduces digital tools
simulating such experiences, including virtual laboratories, multimedia presentations, and
interactive simulations. These resources can expand access to experiential learning, particularly
where physical facilities are scarce. In Nigeria, where experiential learning connects academic
and practical domains, the shift to digital empiricism requires assessing whether technological
alternatives meet knowledge acquisition requirements or compromise authentic understanding
(Kuliya & Usman, 2020).

Furthermore, beyond epistemology, educational philosophies further inform the discussion about
online learning potentially replacing traditional schooling in Nigeria. These philosophies, based
on different views of education's purpose and process, provide frameworks for evaluating how
virtual and conventional methods align with educational goals. Progressivism advocates a
learner-centered approach emphasizing students' active role in shaping their educational
experiences. Based on the belief that learning works best when tailored to individual interests
and needs, progressivism values flexibility, problem-solving, and real-world context integration
(Oriji & Nnadieze, 2023). In traditional Nigerian education, this philosophy appears in teaching
practices adapted to cultural or community needs, though standardized curricula often limit it.
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Online learning supports progressivism through customizable platforms, including asynchronous
courses and interactive digital resources, which can accommodate different learning paces and
preferences. While progressivism supports online learning's theoretical potential, its practical
application in Nigeria requires investigating infrastructure and teaching requirements (Chiekezie
& Okafor, 2024).

Essentialism argues that education should transmit core knowledge and skills through structured,
teacher-led processes. This philosophy emphasizes discipline, standardization, and teacher
authority in delivering curriculum considered essential for intellectual and social development. In
Nigeria's traditional schools, essentialism underlies national syllabi, standardized tests, and
teachers' role as primary knowledge providers, reflecting efforts to create uniformity across
diverse populations (Ogunmakin, 2024). Online learning can incorporate this philosophy through
structured digital content like pre-recorded lectures and sequential modules, but struggles to
replicate the direct supervision and immediate feedback found in physical classrooms. Teacher-
led instruction remains crucial for student performance in Nigeria, especially in subjects
requiring foundational mastery. The shift to virtual environments, often featuring asynchronous
delivery, may weaken this structure, potentially reducing accountability and engagement. In
Nigeria's developing educational technology sector, essentialist approaches help maintain
academic standards and ensure knowledge transmission despite changing mediums. The teacher's
role evolves but remains central in curating quality content, providing clear instruction, and
maintaining academic rigor in virtual environments (Asiegu, 2022).

The State of Online Learning in Nigeria

Online learning in Nigeria represents a significant transformation in the educational sector,
raising important questions about its capacity to replace traditional schooling. This shift is
characterized by the expansion of digital education platforms, which have emerged as alternative
channels for delivering educational content in a country facing challenges like overcrowded
classrooms, inadequate facilities, and uneven access to education. These platforms leverage
technology to provide flexible learning opportunities that extend beyond physical limitations of
conventional education. With Nigeria's young population and growing internet access, online
learning has gained momentum as a method to reach students in both urban and rural areas
(Purike & Aslan, 2025). The appeal comes from its self-paced instruction and diverse resources,
challenging traditional dependence on physical institutions. However, this growth faces
limitations due to disparities in technological infrastructure and digital literacy across the country
(Mormah & Bassey, 2021).

Nigerian online education has developed through private initiatives, international collaborations,
and local innovation. Homegrown platforms such as Edutech, TeachMeNow, and SchoolGate
have expanded access to educational content beyond traditional classrooms. These platforms are
designed to address local challenges including intermittent connectivity and varying levels of
digital literacy. International education technology companies have also established presence in
Nigeria, introducing advanced learning systems while adapting their content to meet Nigerian
students' needs. Higher education institutions across Nigeria have increasingly adopted digital
approaches. Nnamdi Azikiwe University, Awka, has emerged as one of the Nigerian universities
embracing online education, developing digital learning systems that complement traditional
teaching methods (Nwagwu, 2020). The National Open University of Nigeria has expanded its
distance learning programs, while universities like the University of Lagos and Covenant
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University have implemented blended learning models. The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated
this transition, forcing institutions to develop online capabilities out of necessity, revealing both
potential and limitations of Nigeria's digital education infrastructure. Nigeria's business sector
has contributed significantly to online learning through various initiatives. Telecommunications
companies including MTN and Airtel have created educational platforms and provided
affordable data plans for educational purposes. Banks have funded digital infrastructure in
schools, while technology companies have offered technical expertise. These contributions
reflect recognition of shared responsibility for developing human capital (Okpara & Ezeador,
2024).

Despite progress, online education in Nigeria faces substantial challenges. Infrastructure
deficiencies, particularly unreliable electricity and internet connectivity, create fundamental
barriers to participation. The digital divide between urban and rural areas remains a serious
concern, with location often determining educational opportunity. Economic obstacles
compound accessibility issues, as many Nigerian families cannot afford devices and internet data,
especially in regions with high poverty rates. Successful implementation of online learning
requires more than technological solutions it demands cultural adaptation among educators,
students, and parents. Traditional teaching approaches embedded in Nigerian education
sometimes conflict with the independent learning models that online education employs. Teacher
concerns about job security, discomfort with technology, or doubts about educational quality
present ongoing challenges. Parental concerns regarding screen time, supervision, and credential
recognition further complicate widespread acceptance. The future development of Nigeria's
online education will depend on continued innovation, policy improvements, infrastructure
development, and cultural adaptation to create an educational system that prepares students for a
digital future while preserving essential educational values (Ogunmakin, 2024).

Comparing Online and Traditional Education in Nigeria

Online learning offers several advantages that make it a powerful educational tool. One key
benefit is increased accessibility for students in remote or underserved areas where physical
schools are either unavailable or poorly equipped. With digital platforms, education overcomes
geographical barriers, allowing students who might otherwise be excluded to gain knowledge.
Additionally, online education provides flexibility, enabling students to learn at their own pace
and schedule. This adaptability suits modern learning needs, accommodating different personal
circumstances and encouraging independent study. Furthermore, online platforms give access to
global educational resources, including international journals, multimedia lectures, and virtual
simulations. These materials go beyond what is typically available locally, enriching students'
learning experiences and expanding their knowledge base (Oriji & Nnadieze, 2023).

However, online education in Nigeria faces several challenges that limit its ability to fully
replace traditional schooling. A major issue is the digital divide, with many students lacking
reliable internet access and electricity, especially in rural and low-income areas. These
infrastructure problems prevent equal participation and make large-scale virtual education
difficult. Another challenge is reduced interaction between teachers and students. Many online
platforms do not provide real-time communication, limiting immediate feedback, discussion, and
personal engagement that help improve understanding and motivation. Furthermore, concerns
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about assessment, credibility, and quality control persist. Issues such as the reliability of online
exams, the standardization of qualifications, and the overall supervision of virtual education raise
doubts about whether it can match the reliability of traditional education (Edmond et al., 2025).

On the other hand, traditional education in Nigeria has strong advantages that support its
continued importance. One major benefit is the promotion of social learning, discipline, and
character development through structured classroom environments and peer interactions. These
elements help build a sense of community and responsibility, aligning with Nigeria’s cultural
values. Traditional schooling is also better suited for hands-on learning and extracurricular
activities, such as laboratory experiments, sports, and cultural events. These activities allow
students to apply theoretical knowledge in real-life situations, leading to a more well-rounded
education. Additionally, classroom settings provide direct teacher guidance, allowing for
immediate clarification, mentorship, and personalized support, which online platforms often
struggle to replicate (Muller & Mildenberger, 2021). These factors make traditional education an
effective system that blends academic knowledge with social and personal growth.

Ethical and Social Considerations

Integrating online learning into Nigeria’s education system requires careful evaluation of its
ethical and social effects, particularly concerning fairness, the changing role of teachers, and its
influence on students' social and moral development. These factors are essential in determining
whether virtual education can truly replace traditional schooling, given Nigeria’s diverse
economy and cultural values. Fairness in education is a key ethical issue when considering
whether online learning reduces or worsens existing inequalities. Digital platforms have the
potential to expand access to education, especially for students in remote or low-income areas
where schools are limited or poorly equipped. By removing physical barriers, online education
can include learners who might otherwise be excluded due to distance or financial constraints,
promoting equal opportunities in education. However, the digital divide caused by unequal
access to the internet, electricity, and technological devices creates a major challenge. Students
from urban or wealthier backgrounds benefit more from virtual education, while those in rural or
underprivileged communities struggle due to infrastructure problems. This contrast presents a
serious ethical dilemma. Online education can promote fairness only if technology gaps are
addressed; otherwise, it may increase rather than reduce educational inequality (Amadi, 2022).

The role of teachers in online education adds another layer of ethical and social complexity. In
traditional schools, teachers play a central role, not only delivering knowledge but also
mentoring students and shaping their intellectual and personal development. Online learning
changes this dynamic, shifting teachers into the role of content facilitators rather than direct
instructors. This raises concerns about whether teachers can maintain their authority and
connection with students in a virtual setting. Some online models rely on pre-recorded lessons or
automated systems, reducing real-time teacher-student interaction. This can weaken the guidance
and motivation that students need for deeper understanding. In Nigeria, where teachers are often
respected as cultural and moral role models, this shift challenges the idea of education as a
personal and interactive experience. To adapt, teachers need strong training in digital tools and
modern teaching methods to ensure their role remains meaningful rather than being replaced by
automated systems (Bubou & Job, 2021). Another important issue is how online learning affects
students’ social skills and moral development. Traditional schools in Nigeria help students
develop interpersonal abilities through group activities, teamwork, and shared experiences that
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build a sense of community and responsibility. These face-to-face interactions promote empathy,
cooperation, and ethical values, all of which are essential in Nigerian society. In contrast, online
education is mostly individual-based, offering fewer chances for natural social engagement. The
lack of direct peer interactions may limit students' exposure to different viewpoints and reduce
opportunities for conflict resolution, both of which are important for moral growth. While digital
learning can include forums and group projects, these do not fully replicate the depth of in-
person communication. In Nigeria, where education is not just about academics but also about
strengthening societal unity, the risk of weakening social and moral development through virtual
learning requires serious consideration (Ogbodoakum & Fauzi, 2022).

Future Prospects: A Hybrid Learning Model

The possibility of using a blended learning approach in Nigeria depends on how well it combines
the strengths of both online and traditional education while considering the country’s social and
economic conditions. A hybrid model integrates the flexibility and accessibility of digital
platforms with the structured, interactive nature of physical classrooms. This approach helps
balance the weaknesses of each system when used alone. Since Nigeria has a diverse education
sector ranging from urban students with good internet access to rural learners with limited
technology a blended system allows for customization. Virtual tools can support in-person
teaching rather than completely replacing it (Amadi, 2022). This model takes advantage of
online resources to expand educational access while keeping the social and practical benefits of
classroom learning. The idea behind this approach is to create a balance between student-
centered learning and teacher-led instruction, recognizing that Nigerian education must develop
both individual skills and community values. However, the success of this system depends on
improving infrastructure and ensuring that both teachers and students can effectively use both
methods (Viatonu & Muse, 2022).

The government and private sector both play important roles in strengthening digital education
within a hybrid system, with each contributing in different ways. The government is responsible
for creating a supportive environment by investing in internet infrastructure, electricity supply,
and device distribution to ensure fair access across all regions. Beyond providing materials, the
government must also develop blended learning curricula and offer teacher training programs
that focus on both digital and traditional teaching methods. Meanwhile, the private sector, with
its expertise in technology, can support these efforts by developing and launching digital
platforms suited to Nigeria’s needs. This includes innovations such as low-bandwidth
applications or offline-compatible content to help students in areas with poor internet
connectivity. Public-private partnerships can increase the impact of these efforts by sharing
resources, exchanging knowledge, and expanding successful pilot programs. This collaboration
reflects a shared goal of improving education quality and accessibility, making hybrid learning a
gradual improvement rather than a sudden change in the existing system (Hussain et al., 2021).

To successfully integrate online and traditional education, policy recommendations are essential
for making hybrid learning work in Nigeria. The first priority is ensuring that all students have
access to digital learning, which may require subsidies or incentives to bridge the digital divide
and prevent disadvantaged groups from being excluded. Educational policies should also require
digital literacy training for both teachers and students so they can confidently operate in a



NJEA, Vol. 10, No. 3, 2025

122

blended learning environment (Ogunmakin, 2024). Additionally, quality control measures must
be put in place, including standardized assessment methods to ensure that learning outcomes
from both online and traditional formats remain credible. Flexibility in policy-making is also
crucial, allowing for regional adjustments based on local infrastructure and cultural differences,
such as providing offline digital resources in areas with weak internet connections. Finally,
ongoing research and evaluation should be conducted to track the effectiveness of hybrid
learning, helping to refine strategies over time. These policy steps aim to balance accessibility,
academic quality, and social development, ensuring that a blended learning approach effectively
supports Nigeria’s long-term education goals (Chiekezie & Okafor, 2024).

Conclusion

This study has examined the role of online learning in Nigeria’s education system, assessing
whether it can fully replace traditional schooling. Through an analysis of educational theories,
modern trends, ethical and social factors, and future possibilities, the study highlights both the
strengths and limitations of virtual education. Online learning has the potential to expand access
to education and connect students with global knowledge, supported by advancements in digital
infrastructure and government policies promoting educational modernization. However, these
benefits are limited by infrastructure challenges, reduced face-to-face interaction, and concerns
about fairness and quality control, making it difficult for online education to function as a
complete replacement. On the other hand, traditional education remains important due to its role
in social learning, hands-on experiences, and teacher mentorship elements that current virtual
systems struggle to fully replicate. As a result, a hybrid learning model emerges as a practical
solution, combining the strengths of both online and traditional education while minimizing their
weaknesses. Based on this analysis, the study concludes that online learning is best suited as a
complement rather than a full replacement for traditional education in Nigeria. While virtual
platforms offer flexibility and accessibility, they do not fully provide the structure, relationships,
and hands-on learning experiences that physical schools offer. This balanced approach aligns
with Nigeria’s unique educational environment, where cultural values, economic differences, and
developmental goals require a gradual, well-planned shift towards digital learning rather than an
immediate transition. Online tools can help address gaps in education, especially in underserved
areas, but their full potential is best realized when combined with the existing traditional school
system. The findings emphasize the need for an inclusive and well-balanced educational model
that integrates technology while maintaining the core principles of conventional teaching.
Achieving this requires strong policy measures to ensure equal access to digital tools,
comprehensive training programs for teachers, and clear regulations for blending online and
offline learning. By focusing on inclusivity, quality, and adaptability, Nigeria can build an
educational system that meets the diverse needs of students while aligning with national
development goals.
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