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Abstract  

Africa is facing an unprecedented ecological crisis, characterized by rampant biodiversity loss 

and environmental degradation, posing significant threats to human well-being, livelihoods, 

and the planet’s survival. In light of Pope Francis’ seminal encyclical Laudato Si, this article 

examines the intricate relationships between environmental degradation, biodiversity decline, 

and human vulnerability in Africa. Drawing on empirical evidence and theoretical 

frameworks, we explore drivers of ecological instability, including climate change, 

deforestation, pollution, and unsustainable resource extraction. Through integral ecology, we 

analyse disproportionate impacts on vulnerable populations and the imperative for collective 

action. This study contributes to existing literature by integrating Laudato Si’s principles into 

ecological research in Africa, providing empirical evidence on human-security implications of 

biodiversity loss, and informing policy and practice with actionable recommendations. This 

research underscores the urgent need for sustainable development pathways, environmental 

stewardship, and climate justice, aligning with Laudato Si’s moral imperative. This study 

proposes recommendations to mitigate Africa’s ecological crisis, including sustainable land-

use practices, climate-resilient agriculture, strengthened environmental governance, and 

integrated ecological education. Our findings inform policy and scholarly debates on 

environmental degradation, human security, and sustainable development in Africa. 

Keywords: Ecological Crisis, Sustainable Development, Biodiversity Loss, Environmental 

Degradation, ‘Laudato Si' 

Introduction 

Biological diversity plays an invaluable role in making the earth a home where life uniquely 

exists. This life is richly supported through the interaction among living organisms within a 

given region. Regrettably, loss of biodiversity as a result of human activities threatens this 

unique existence of life on earth. Worse still, the problem of loss of biodiversity is often 

underrated as “it is overshadowed by the mounting concern for global warming and associated 

climate change” (Joshtrom Isaac Kureenthadam, 2014, p. 158).  

 

However, the loss of biodiversity poses a serious threat to the earth, humanity and other 

creatures. Thus, in 2015 the United Nations observers that the ecological crisis in Africa has 

far-reaching implications for human security, livelihoods, and sustainable development (UN, 

2015). The fact that biodiversity ensures the equilibrium of the entire biosphere and plays a 

vital role in the maintenance of ecosystem’s multiple functions of nitrogen and nutrient cycling, 

carbon storage, seed dispersal, waste decomposition, soil fertility, climate regulation, etc, 

(Joshtrom Isaac Kureenthadam, 2014, pp. 160-161), its loss can be nothing other than a huge 

problem. In view of this, an important attention needs to be paid here lest we risk facing a 
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malfunctioning biosphere which will not only heighten the ecological crisis but will adversely 

affect the well-being of the human community.  

 

In line with this, Pope Francis’ in his 2015 encyclical letter Laudato Si' emphasizes the moral 

imperative to protect the environment, highlighting the intricate relationships between human 

dignity, social justice, and ecological sustainability. The fact that the major causes of loss of 

biodiversity are anthropogenic influences suggests a ray of hope. It is a ray of hope in the sense 

that the problem of loss of biodiversity can be fixed. For this problem to be fixed, humanity 

needs to realize the consequences of loss of biodiversity not only to the functioning of the 

biosphere but also to humanity itself. This explains why we shall take some time in this study 

to discuss the consequences of loss of biodiversity. As it were, the knowledge of its 

consequences would not be enough to fix the problem not until we have a change of perception 

towards how we treat our common home.  

To facilitate this and to achieve the aim of this study, will be divided into six sections. 

Excluding the preliminary introduction, the first section will be dedicated to an in-depth 

discussion regarding the intricate meaning and multifaceted concept of biodiversity, delving 

into its various dimensions and implications. Subsequently, in the second section, we shall 

engage in a thorough examination of the paramount importance of biodiversity, highlighting 

its critical role in maintaining ecological balance and the overall health of our planet. The third 

section will address the alarming loss of biodiversity, elaborating on various contributing 

factors such as the rampant problems associated with over-exploitation of natural resources, 

the challenges posed by natural enemies, the devastating impacts of natural disasters, and the 

significant issues arising from anthropogenic influences that exacerbate this crisis. In the fourth 

section, the study will meticulously analyse the profound ecological consequences that stem 

from the ongoing loss of biodiversity, outlining the cascading effects that disrupt ecosystems 

and threaten the survival of numerous species. The fifth section will underscore the pressing 

need for the conservation of biodiversity, drawing upon the insightful encyclical of Pope 

Francis entitled "Laudato Si," which articulates a moral imperative for the stewardship of our 

natural world. To sum up, the concluding section of the study will offer a rounded conclusion 

that captures the significant results and observations obtained from the previous segments, 

ensuring a full understanding of the undertaking. 

Biodiversity: Unpacking its Definition and Implications 

As Elmer Eric Schattschneider (1960) aptly puts it, “People who cannot define the object of 

their studies do not know what they are looking for, and if they do not know what they are 

looking for, how can they tell when they have found it.” This philosophical insight underscores 

the importance of clarifying the concept of biodiversity. Biodiversity, or biological diversity, 

refers to the variety and variability of organisms and ecosystems, showcasing the ingenuity of 

the natural world (Kumar & Mahendera Asija, 2012, p. 1). According to Diana Richards (2010, 

p. 26), biodiversity can be defined in two ways: the variety of biotic factors found within a 

specified geographic region, and the combined differences of living things, generally classified 

in four broad categories. 

 

Michael Allaby (2010, p. 46) further elaborates that biodiversity encompasses “all aspects of 

biological diversity, especially including species richness, ecosystem complexity, and genetic 

variation.” Colin Townsend (2008, p. 4) defines species richness as "the total number of species 

present in a defined area.” In essence, biodiversity encompasses the intricate web of 

relationships among living organisms, including plants, animals, fungi, and microbial 
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organisms, and their habitats (Kumar & Mahendera Asija, 2012, p. 2). The Earth is estimated 

to be home to over 100 million different species, with less than 20% identified and only a 

fraction examined for potential medicinal, agricultural, or industrial value (Kumar & 

Mahendera Asija, 2012, pp. 2-3). 

 

Ayo Fatubarin (2009, p. 14) holds that plants and animals constitute the bulk of the biota of 

natural ecosystems. The variation found in nature contributes immensely to nature's self-

sustainability, as individual species benefit from each other according to the design of the 

creator. Similarly, the sustainability of the human race greatly depends on biodiversity, as 

biological diversity encompasses living organisms from all sources – terrestrial, aquatic, and 

other ecological complexes. 

 

There are three interconnected levels of biodiversity: genetic diversity, species diversity, and 

ecological diversity (Kumar & Mahendera Asija, 2012, pp. 9-10). Genetic diversity refers to 

the variation of genes within species, while species diversity represents the variety of species 

within a region. Ecological diversity, on the other hand, is the intricate network of different 

species present in local ecosystems and the dynamic interplay between them. 

 

In conclusion, biodiversity is essential for maintaining the self-sustainability of nature and 

supporting human well-being, particular in Africa. Understanding its meaning and significance 

is crucial for preserving the delicate balance of our planet and achieving sustainable 

development. 

 

The Importance of Biodiversity: Unlocking the Web of Life 

The age-old adage “variety is the spice of life” fittingly underscores the significance of 

biodiversity. This section delves into the multifaceted importance of biodiversity, highlighting 

its crucial role in sustaining human life. We shall discuss this in various subheading for easy 

comprehension:  

 

Biodiversity’s Contributions to Human Well-being 

Plants and animals provide essential resources for human sustainability, including food, shelter, 

clothing, and medicine. Tropical rainforests are a treasure trove of medicinal plants, with "one 

in four pharmaceuticals” derived from them (Dokun Oyeshola, 2008, p. 16). Plants provide 

grains, tubers, vegetables, fruits, and oils, while natural forests supply wood for building and 

furniture. Cotton from plants is used for clothing, and certain medicines are produced from 

medicinal plants. 

 

Recreation and Aesthetic Values 

Biodiversity also offers economic benefits through tourism and recreation. Tropical rainforests 

attract tourists, generating significant revenue (Dokun Oyeshola, 2008, p. 16). Natural habitats 

provide opportunities for leisure and relaxation, adding economic value to biodiversity (Ayo 

Fatubarin, 2009, pp. 14-15). 

 

Ecological Balance 

Plants play a vital role in maintaining ecological balance. They contribute to soil formation and 

protection by providing organic matter through fallen leaves and assisting in soil formation 

through their roots (A. K. Agrawal and P. P. Deo, 2013, p. 122). Plants also reduce storm 

impacts by forming wind-breaks, preventing soil erosion. 
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Animal Contributions 

Animals produce valuable products, such as honey, milk, game meat, hides, and ivory. Local 

instruments are made from skins of antelopes, monitor lizards, and crocodiles. Herbivorous 

animals contribute to grazing, maintaining grasslands and reducing bushes. This grazing also 

prevents fires by removing flammable vegetation (A. K. Agrawal and P. P. Deo, 2013, p. 144). 

 

Ecosystem Equilibrium 

Every creature, no matter how small, plays a vital role in maintaining ecological balance. 

Fungi, worms, insects, reptiles, algae, and other microorganisms contribute to ecosystem 

functioning. Vultures, for instance, prevent disease by disposing of dead carcasses. As Pope 

Francis emphasizes, “we are nourished by the earth” and our well-being is linked to the natural 

world (2015, no. 34). Conrad Bonifazi notes that our “sanity and balance” are maintained by 

the stimuli of the external world (1967, p. 35). 

In all, biodiversity is essential for human well-being, economic development, and ecological 

balance. Its importance cannot be overstated. 

 

Biodiversity in Peril: Understanding the Impacts of Loss in Africa 

 

Christopher Derrick’s prophetic words in 1972 resonate in Africa today: “We are doing a 

number of rash things to the fragile environment upon which we all depend, and that unless we 

change our habits soon and thoroughly… we may likely inflict upon ourselves a most complex 

and unpleasant series of disasters” (Derrick, 1972, p. 3). Africa mobilises all kinds of arsenal 

to serve the immediate needs without thinking of their consequences. Regrettably, such actions 

are beginning to yield negative fruits in terms of loss of biodiversity. Rooted in the cause of 

loss of biodiversity is the attitude of plundering the earth as a result of economic short-

sightedness. As a result of untamed exploitation of the earth, countless number of different 

species is lost. In 2019 UNEP, observes that Africa faces significant ecological challenges, 

including deforestation, desertification, and climate change, threatening its rich biodiversity. 

In the same vein, in 2020 IUCN avers that the continent is home to: 15% of the world's 

biodiversity, however, 40% of the world’s endangered species. 

 

On this matter, Pope Francis points out that “different species contain genes which could be 

key resources in years ahead for meeting human needs and regulating environmental problems” 

(Laudato Si, 2015: no. 32). Besides the explosion in human population which is a huge 

challenge, there are four major identifiable factors that bring about loss of biodiversity. These 

factors include: over exploitation, problems of natural enemies, problems of anthropogenic 

influences and then problems of natural disasters (Ayo Fatubarin, 2009, p. 15-16).  

 

Four major factors contribute to biodiversity loss: 

 

1. Over-Exploitation 

Over-exploitation occurs when humans extract resources from the environment at an 

unsustainable rate, threatening the survival of species. This implies that even though the earth’s 

biodiversity is under threat, the threat is not so much from natural disasters but as results of 

over-exploitation and anthropogenic influences. Following the great economic benefits of 

plants and animals, human beings continue to exploit them. While the forests are cleared in the 

quest for valuable timbers which results in deforestation, wildlife is over exploited for bush 

meat, hide and skin, and in the case of elephants, tusks. Human beings go any length in their 

common attitude of over-exploitation to meet their economic needs. For example, people do 

not mind using chemicals illegally for fishing thereby not only killing the wanted fishes but 
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also killing the fries that would have been more useful in the future if only they were allowed 

to mature. By doing this, population of such creatures is being reduced in a drastic manner. 

This kind of attitude is very dangerous owing to the fact that “Once a population has crashed 

it may take decades to recover, if it recovers at all” (Kumar and Mahendera Asija, 2015, p. 8). 

 

One of the major consequences of deforestation is that many species of plants and wild life are 

being threatened with extinction. As if that is not enough, environmental experts have 

expressed the fear that “if forest clearing and desertification go too far, then at some point, the 

planet may simply become incapable of nurturing life, regardless of our attempts to remedy 

things” (Dokun Oyeshola, 2008, p. 27).  

  

2. Problems of Anthropogenic Influences 

The terms anthropocentrism and anthropocentric refer to a human-centered perspective. A 

perspective is anthropocentric if it holds that humans alone have intrinsic worth or value. 

According to this perspective, those things are good that promote the interests of human beings. 

In other words, anthropocentrism or anthropocentric view argues that the environment has 

value not in and of itself, but because of its value to human beings (B.S. Rae, 1960, p. 352). 

For example, some people believe that animals are valuable simply in so far as they promote 

the interests of humans or are useful to us in one or more of a variety of ways. For example, 

animals provide emotional, aesthetic, nutritional, clothing, entertainment, and medical benefits 

for us. Those people who hold an anthropocentric view also may believe that it is bad to cause 

animals’ needless pain, but if this is necessary to ensure some important human good, then it 

is justified (B. MacKinnon, 2007:331). 

   

The Problems of anthropogenic influences refer to some man-made problems which have 

terrible impact on the biodiversity of a place. Some of these anthropogenic influences include: 

pollution, mining, gas flaring, use of toxic chemicals in illegal fishing as well as use of toxic 

chemicals in agriculture (Ayo Fatubarin, 2009, p. 15). According to Colin Townsend, (2008, 

p. 11), “climate change and pollution are predicted to become progressively more important 

causes of biodiversity loss across all ecosystem types.” When we talk of climate change and 

pollution, we know that human beings have greatly contributed to them. This then supports the 

claim that the greatest threat of biodiversity loss is anthropogenic influences. As Colin 

Townsend, (2008, p. 17) further observes: “degradation of habitat by human pollutants 

continues to show an alarming increase.” Take deforestation, for example, research carried out 

about four years ago holds that “if the current rate of deforestation continues scientists estimate 

that roughly 5 to 10 per cent of tropical forest species may face extinction within next 30 years” 

(U. Kumar and Mahendera Asija, 2015, p. 43). The anthropogenic influences listed above have 

their roots in either economic deprivation or economic exploitation. In view of economic 

deprivation, one may validly argue that “environmental irresponsibility and social injustice are 

intimately linked” (Robert Barry Leal, 2009, 23). 

 

3. Problems of Natural Enemies 

Natural enemies are those living organisms that are harmful to other living things. “These 

natural enemies include the pathogens, the parasites, the pests, the predators and the weeds” 

(Ayo Fatubarin, 2009, p. 15). Although these exist, they are not as harmful as over-exploitation 

and other anthropogenic influences. The consequences of natural enemies are population 

decline or extinction, economic losses (e.g., agricultural damage) and human health risks 
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4. Problems of Natural Disasters 

The environment sometimes faces disasters which create problems for it and could bring about 

loss of some biodiversities. Such disasters include: flood, erosion, desertification, volcanic 

eruption, drought, landslides etc. Thus, natural disaster can disrupt ecosystems and lead to 

biodiversity loss. These include climate-related disasters; increased frequency and severity of 

extreme weather events, geologic disasters; volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, and landslides 

alter habitats and hydrologic disasters: Floods, droughts, and changes in water cycles impact 

ecosystems. The consequences of natural disasters to the ecology are; habitat destruction, 

population displacement or extinction and ecosystem disruption. 

 

The Ecological Consequences of Biodiversity Loss in Africa: Challenges for Sustainable 

Development 

In the year 2010, the United Nations Environment Programme, while tackling the significant 

topic of Africa’s Ecological Future, declares emphatically that the continent’s extraordinary 

and varied biodiversity, which includes a multitude of ecosystems, a vast assortment of species, 

and a treasure trove of genetic resources, is essential for the vital preservation of ecological 

balance and the comprehensive support of human welfare, as indicated in the UNEP report 

(2010, pp. 67-90). Nevertheless, it is of paramount concern that the ongoing loss of biodiversity 

presents significant and severe threats to the sustainable development efforts across the African 

continent. The ramifications of biodiversity loss in Africa extend far and wide, leading to a 

multitude of significant consequences, including, but not limited to: 

 

1. Reduced species population: The decline or potential extinction of key species within 

various ecosystems disrupts critical ecological processes, which in turn has profound 

implications for essential functions such as nutrient cycling, pollination, and pest control, as 

highlighted by Ayo Fatubarin in 2009 (p. 16). 

2. Vegetation degradation: According to the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) in their extensive 

2019 report, the ongoing issues of deforestation and land degradation are directly linked to 

severe consequences, including soil erosion, a marked decrease in water quality, and the loss 

of vital habitats for a multitude of diverse species, which collectively threaten ecological 

integrity (WWF, 2019). 

3. Disrupted ecosystem services: A striking observation from the Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in 2018 revealed that the relentless 

loss of biodiversity seriously impacts various fundamental environmental services, including 

critical functions like the filtration of air and water, climate control, and the alleviation of 

natural disasters, all crucial for sustaining life and ensuring ecological integrity (IPBES, 2018, 

pp. 43-112). 

4. Decreased oxygen production: The distinguished National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA), in the year 2020, insists with significant credibility that the extensive 

destruction of flora profoundly affects the natural functions that generate oxygen; this, in turn, 

worsens a range of breathing disorders and compounds the difficulties created by climate 

change, thereby spotlighting the crucial reliance between greenery and the vitality of our 

atmosphere (NASA, 2020). 

5. Soil degradation: The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), in its comprehensive 

report published in 2015, firmly holds the position that in the absence of sufficient plant cover, 

soil becomes vulnerable and exposed to various forms of erosion, the occurrence of landslides, 
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and a notable decline in fertility; these detrimental effects collectively compromise agricultural 

productivity and threaten food security on a global scale, necessitating urgent attention to 

sustainable land management practices (FAO, 2015, pp. 43-60). 

 

6. Loss of medicinal plants:  In the year 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) keenly 

observes that the diverse and rich flora found throughout the African continent plays a crucial 

role in providing essential medicines and treatments that are vital for the well-being of local 

populations; however, the ongoing loss of biodiversity poses a significant threat to traditional 

healthcare systems, thereby endangering the health and survival of countless individuals who 

rely on these natural resources for their medicinal needs (WHO, 2018, pp. 25-40). 

7. Impacts on livelihoods: In the year 2007, the African Development Bank (AfDB) 

communicated the idea that the decline in biodiversity has extensive ramifications that 

unfavorably impact significant sectors such as agriculture, fisheries, and tourism; 

consequently, this jeopardizes the livelihoods of countless communities and impedes economic 

development, thereby requiring a reassessment of policies intended to conserve biodiversity to 

guarantee sustainable development and the well-being of future generations (AfDB, 2017). 

Laudato Si and Africa’s Biodiversity: Conservation Strategies for Sustainable Future  

The delicate balance of life on Earth is intricately tied to biodiversity, emphasizing the vital 

importance of preserving our planet’s ecological harmony. Pope Francis eloquently articulates 

this relationship in his Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si’, stating, “We are part of nature, included 

in it, and thus we have a special relationship with the earth” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 156). He 

further emphasizes our interconnectedness, saying, “We are not individuals or isolated entities; 

rather, we are part of a larger family” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 210). 

However, human activities significantly disrupt this fragile balance, jeopardizing the very 

foundation of life on Earth. As Kumar and Mahendera Asija (2012, p. 64) astutely observe, 

“the components of this diversity are so interdependent that any change in the system leads to 

a major imbalance and threatens the normal ecological cycle.” The consequences of human 

actions are starkly evident, as Pope Francis lamentingly notes, “The earth, our home, is 

beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 21). 

The failure to preserve biodiversity has far-reaching repercussions, culminating in ecological 

crises (Townsend, 2008, p. 20-21). Global warming serves as a poignant example, with 

research highlighting the devastating impact of heightened carbon dioxide emissions and 

deforestation on rising temperatures (Robert Barry Leal, 2009, p. 23). The devastating effects 

of oil drilling activities in the Niger Delta, rendering areas uninhabitable, underscore the urgent 

need for sustainable practices. 

Preserving biodiversity is crucial for maintaining ecological balance and ensuring the well-

being of future generations. To achieve this, we must adopt sustainable approaches, strike a 

careful balance between resource exploitation and conservation, and vigorously defend our 

natural resources. This collective responsibility demands immediate attention and action. 

Pope Francis’ Laudato Si’ highlights critical challenges facing our common home, including 

pollution, climate change, and the throwaway culture (Francis, 2015, nos. 20-22). Pollution, 

particularly industrial pollution, not only harms the environment but also poses significant 

health risks. The Pontiff laments the displacement of communities due to climate change, 

forcing them to migrate and seek support from wealthier nations, which often fails to 

materialize (Francis, 2015, no. 25). 
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According to Pope Francis, humanity has lost sight of its responsibility to care for the earth, 

God’s gift to us (Francis, 2015, no. 67). Instead, we prioritize economic and technological 

gains, exploiting natural resources without regard for the consequences. This anthropocentric 

approach threatens biodiversity and undermines sustainable development (Leal, 2009, p. 14). 

The Pontiff advocates for “ecological conversion,” a fundamental shift in our relationship with 

the environment (Francis, 2015, no. 216). We must recognize the intrinsic value of nature and 

adopt sustainable practices. As Pope Francis emphasizes, “an ecological conversion of heart is 

needed, so that we may become persons who are truly capable of caring for others” (Francis, 

2015, no. 216). This conversion must first take place in the deepest sanctuary of the human 

heart (Nwosu, 2016, p. 34). 

To address biodiversity loss, governments, individuals, and communities must collaborate. 

Effective conservation strategies include protecting remaining habitats, creating reserved 

forests, and promoting sustainable land use (Townsend, 2008, p. 13). Local involvement is 

crucial, and education programs can foster ecological awareness and responsible practices. 

In Nigeria, for instance, deforestation and land degradation demand urgent attention. 

Afforestation efforts should be enforced, and legislation should control pollution (Kumar and 

Asija, 2012, p. 181). Environmental education programs can encourage responsible behaviors 

and inform policy decisions. 

Pope Francis proposes ecological dialogue among nations to address global challenges 

(Francis, 2015, no. 211). This dialogue must recognize our shared responsibility to safeguard 

the earth, our common home. Ecological education should occur in various settings, including 

families, schools, and communities. 

Ultimately, individual actions and government policies must align to achieve meaningful 

change. By adopting sustainable practices, reducing waste, and promoting ecological 

education, we can mitigate biodiversity loss and preserve the earth for future generations (Bast, 

1994, p. 20). 

Pope Francis’ encyclical letter, Laudato Si', tackles the pressing issue of global environmental 

degradation, a crisis exacerbated by humanity's reckless exploitation and utilization of natural 

resources (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 2). The Pope aptly describes climate change as a 

multifaceted problem with far-reaching consequences, encompassing environmental, social, 

economic, and political dimensions (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 181). He emphasizes that 

addressing this issue requires adherence to the principle of justice. 

Laudato Si serves as a clarion call to all individuals, regardless of background or affiliation, 

recognizing the earth as our shared home, deserving of respect, care, and collective stewardship 

(Pope Francis, 2015, no. 156). The Pope underscores humanity’s sacred mandate to nurture 

and protect the earth, yet acknowledges our catastrophic failure to fulfill this responsibility 

(Pope Francis, 2015, no. 67). This failure not only renders us negligent stewards but also 

victims of our own destructive actions. 

The earth provides intrinsic goods essential to humanity’s well-being, but it is crucial to 

recognize the moral obligation to transcend immediate desires and prioritize environmental 

preservation (Leal, 2009, p. 12). This entails adopting a long-term perspective, ensuring not 

only our survival but also the sustainability of future generations (Kumar and Asija, 2012, p. 

15). As Pope Francis stresses, “We are part of nature, included in it, and thus we have a special 

relationship with the earth” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 156). 



                                                      Nnamdi Azikiwe Journal of Philosophy, Vol.15(2), 2025 

 

31 

 

Ultimately, the preservation of our planet demands a paradigm shift, where individuals, 

communities, and nations prioritize ecological responsibility, social justice, and economic 

sustainability. By acknowledging our interconnectedness with the natural world and our moral 

obligation to protect it, we can mitigate the devastating consequences of environmental 

degradation and foster a more equitable, just, and sustainable future. 

Recommendations 

In the spirit of our synthesized objective and contribution to knowledge, we make the following 

recommendations. 

1. Governments should establish and enhance protected areas, enforce environmental laws, and 

promote ecological education. 

2. Individuals must adopt eco-friendly habits, reduce waste, and conserve natural resources. 

3. Communities should engage in sustainable agriculture, reforestation, and eco-tourism. 

4. International cooperation and dialogue are crucial for addressing global environmental 

challenges. 

Contributions to knowledge  

This study has significantly contributed to the existing body of knowledge on the pressing issue 

of biodiversity loss in Africa and its implications for sustainable development. By exploring 

the complex relationships between human activities, environmental degradation, and 

ecological crises, this research has advanced our understanding of the critical need for 

sustainable practices and environmental stewardship. In specific terms, the study has 

contributed to knowledge in the following ways: 

1. Integration of Laudato Si’s principles with ecological sustainability and biodiversity 

conservation. It is an integration of theological and ecological perspectives: This study 

has successfully bridged the gap between theological and ecological discourses, 

highlighting the moral and spiritual dimensions of environmental degradation. 

2. Analysis of the anthropocentric view of the world and its impact on environmental 

degradation. 

3. Examination of the relationship between human activities and ecological crises. 

4. Contextualization of biodiversity loss in Africa. by examining the unique challenges 

and circumstances facing African ecosystems, this research has provided valuable 

insights into the regional dynamics of biodiversity loss. 

5. This study proposes actionable strategies for promoting sustainable development in 

Africa, including environmental education, community engagement, and policy 

reforms. 

 

Conclusion 

Africa’s ecological crisis, precipitated by biodiversity loss, poses a significant threat to 

humanity’s survival. In the words of Pope Francis “The loss of biodiversity not only threatens 

the earth, but also the human being.” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 33). Human activities such as 

deforestation, pollution, and climate change have devastating consequences for the planet. 

Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si, emphasizes the urgent need for ecological conversion 

and responsible stewardship of the earth. To address this crisis, governments, individuals, and 



            Benson & Andrew                                                                            Africa's Ecological Crisis And Sustainable.. 

32 

 

organizations must collaborate to protect natural resources, promote sustainable practices, and 

adopt environmentally conscious policies.  

As Pope Francis emphasizes, “the earth is our common home…” (Pope Francis, 2015, no. 21). 

It is our moral responsibility to protect it for future generations. We must prioritize ecological 

conversion, conserve biodiversity, and promote sustainable development. Together, we can 

mitigate Africa's ecological crisis and ensure a liveable planet for all. 

In all, the conservation of biodiversity is not only an environmental imperative but also a moral 

and social responsibility. As we strive to address Africa’s ecological crisis, we must recognize 

the intrinsic value of nature and our place within it. By working together, we can restore the 

delicate balance of life on earth and ensure a sustainable future for humanity. The words of 

Pope Francis “Because all creatures are connected, each must be cherished with love and 

respect, for all of us as living beings together carry forward the work of the Creator” (Pope 

Francis, 2015, no. 42). 
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