Sl Sl e o

Lage 3 3 cpadl yaddl 3 polidlly 28,2l yas on

BETWEEN THE THEORY OF THEFT AND INTERTEXTUALITY
IN ARABIC POETRY IN YORUBA LAND
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Abstract
The intersection of texts is inevitable; we can not talk about the creation of a text from scratch. Texts must
intersect, engage in dialogue and relationships of influence and impact, a matter imposed by the law of
creativity since ancient times. Some scholars, despite their different approaches, have presented the concept
of intertextuality as a new perspective to correct what previous generations called plagiarism. The proposed
correction in this vision appears to be linked to two aspects: one involves the shift from prevailing ethical

judgments that cast a shadows on literary theft, even though some ancient critics distanced themselves from
it, and the second is related to identifying old characteristics using modern tools.
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This article aims to study the relationship between literary theft and intertextuality and the boundaries that
separate them, highlighting their features in some Arabic poetry in Yoruba land. The descriptive and
analytical approach were used to address this topic.

The study concluded that the boundaries between intertextuality and theft are not entirely clear, but rather
are ambiguous, and mysterious, to the point that some thefts now fall under the guise of intertextuality and
some intertextual references are considered theft, and the Arabic poems that deserve the label of theft are
very few and rare in the poems of Yoruba poets.
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