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Abstract

The rapid development in artificial intelligence (Al) is reshaping the
global socio-political and economic landscape, thus challenging the
identity and role of the European human ism. This paper critically
examines the implications of Al on European identity, values, and
human agency in an increasingly interconnected and automated
world. Exploring the Impacts of Artificial intelligence on labor
markets, ethical frameworks, democracy, and cultural heritage,
the study asks, whether European humanism, with its deep-rooted
traditions in enlightenment thought and individual autonomy, can
sustain itself in an Al-driven future. The analysis also considers the
intersection of Al with global governance structures and power
dynamics, highlighting the risks of technological colonization and
economic displacement. Drawling from scholarly perspectives on
philosophy, political science, and technology studies, the paper
engages with the fundamental question: Can European man retain
agency and significance in a world where Al increasingly dictates the
terms of existence?

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, European Humanism,
Globalization, Ethics, Humanism, Labor Market, Democracy,
Identity
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INTRODUCTION

The integration of artificial intelligence into global systems marks a
pivotal shift in the history of human civilization. Artificial intelligence,
Russell and Norvig (2020:4) depict, “is no longer confined to science
fiction; it now plays a central role in decision-making processes
across industries, from finance to healthcare, governance, and
education.” As Al continues to evolve, scholars question whether
man, particularly those within the European world, will maintain
their agency and cultural identity in this new global order. European
man according to Gorjen Habermas (1984:12), “has traditionally
been defined as commitment to reason, democracy, individual
freedoms, and cultural heritage rooted in enlightenment values.”
However, as Artificial intelligence technologies are challenging
conventional notions of work, governance, and human interaction,
it is necessary to examine whether these values will endure or
be reshaped in the face of automation and algorithmic decision
making. The paper however, explores three key questions: How
does Atrtificial intelligence influence European identity and human
agency? What are the socio-economic implications of Artificial
intelligence on the European labour? Does Al threatens democratic
structures and ethical values in Europe? Reflecting critically on
these questions therefore, enable this paper to contribute to the
growing discourse on Atrtificial intelligence and human existence,
and also offers critical analysis of the future of the European man
in an Artificial-dominated world.

Conceptual Framework of the Discourse

A clear understanding of the key concepts that constituted the top-
ic of this discourse is very crucial in analyzing the implications of
artifical intelligence on the European human identity. This howev-
er, will explore the definitions and scholarly perspectives of artifi-
cial intelligence, European man, globalization, ethics, humanism,
labour market, democracy and identity.
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What is Artificial Intelligence?

Discuss on artificial intelligence in this context, will reflect its
etymological definition, historical origin, different scholarly
definitions, and its pros and cons to human activities generally.
The term artificial intelligence derived its root meaning from the
two Latin words “intelligentia” and “artificialis”. As intelligentia
means intelligence, understanding, or knowledge, Artificialis
means artificial, man-made, or crafted. Therefore, intelligentia
artificialis simply are the directly and widely accepted Latin words
rendering of “artificial intelligence.” Artificial Intelligence refers
to the ability of machines to perform tasks that typically require
human intelligence, such as learning, reasoning, and problem-
solving. The origin of artificial intelligence is traceable to several
key historical stages viz:

1. Ancient and Philosophical Foundations (Antiquity-
19th Century). Ancient myths, like Talos (Greek
mythology) and automata in various cultures, imagined
artificial beings with intelligence. Philosophers like Aristotle
in his logic, and Leibniz in his mechanical reasoning, laid
early theoretical foundations.

2. Mathematical/Computational Foundations (19th-
Early 20th Century). George Boolean logic (1854) and
Alan Turing machine (1936) formalized both the logical and
computational processes. And Norbert Wiener Cybernetics
(1948) explored self-regulating machines.

3. Birth of Al as a Field (1950s-1970s). Alan Turing’s
“Computing Machinery and Intelligence” (1950) introduced
the Turing Test for machine intelligence. The Dartmouth
Conference (1956), led by John McCarthy, Marvin Minsky,
and others, formally launched Al as a discipline. Early
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programs like ELIZA (1960s) and Shakey the Robot (1970)
showed basic Al capabilities.

4. Al Winters and Resurgences 1970s-1990s, overhyped
the expectations that led to funding cuts, causing Al Winters
of 1970s, and the late 1980s. The Experts systems and
machine learning advancements in the 1980s and 1990s,
reignited interests.

5. Modern Artificial Intelligence Revolution from year
2000s-Present: Advances in deep learning, neural
networks, and big data like AlexNet 2012, spurred rapid
Artificial intelligence progress. Its applications in the natural
language processing (ChatGPT), robotics, and self-driving
cars are now widespread.

Artificial Intelligence has evolved from the philosophical speculation
to a transformative technology shaping industries and daily life.
Many scholars in their diverse conceptions have defined artificial
intelligence. Thus, Stuart Russell and Peter Norvig (2020:5)
defined it as, “the study of the agents that receive percepts from
the environment and perform actions.” John McCarthy (2007:13)
one of the pioneers in the establishment of Artificial intelligence
technology defined it as, “the science and engineering of making
intelligent machines, which encompasses both the machine
learning, neural networks, and the natural language processings
that influenced human decision-making on the unprecedented
scales.” Life contradicts itself, hence all that exists has its pros and
cons. Thus the paper will discuss the pros and cons of the almighty
artificial intelligence in relation to human existence, dignity and
work force.
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Pros and Cons of Artificial Intelligence to Human Life,
Dignity and Work Force

Worldwide Pros of Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence has become an integral part of modern
life, influencing various aspects of human existence, dignity, and
workforce. The discourse here, will explore in details the benefits
as it pertains to humanity in three key areas viz:

Artificial intelligence “s Contributions to Human
Existence

This has significantly improved human life in numerous ways
like enhancing of safety, healthcare, education, and overall
convenience. It improves healthcare and longevity base on early
diagnosis and precision medicine. Its powered diagnostic tools
can detect diseases such as cancer at the early stage, improves
treatment outcomes and life expectancies. Artificial intelligence
in form of robot is used in carrying out highly precise surgeries
with minimal invasiveness, and reduces recovery time. It helps
in discovering drugs and accelerates the development of new
medicines to combat diseases faster than the traditional research
ones. It enables personalized healthcare and also helps in analyzing
individual patient’s data for recommending personalized treatment
plans to improve their overall well-being. Artificial intelligence
enhances human safety and security. It predicts natural disasters
like earthquakes, floods, and hurricanes, and allows early warning
systems and better preparedness. It is a superb tool in enhancing
cyber-security. Its driven security system detects and prevents cyber
threats in real time and protects sensitive personal and financial
data. It aids in preventing crimes and it’s used in facial recognition,
predictive policing, and surveillance to enhance public safety and
law enforcement efficiency. Al increases convenience in daily life.
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It’s smart in assistantship. For instance, its virtual assistance like in
Siri, Google, and Alexa simplify daily tasks such as setting up of the
reminders, smart home control devices, and providing information.
Artificial intelligence helps in automated transportation. Its driven
self-driving cars and traffic managements optimizes traffic flows and
reduces accident. It promotes e-commerce and recommendations.
Al personalizes shopping experiences by suggesting products
based on user preferences, and thus makes online shopping more
efficient.

Al’s Role in Protecting Human Dignity

Al has the potentials to enhanceing human dignity by reducing
inequalities, improving accessibility, and upholding human rights.
It powers Assistive Technologies Tools like “speech-to-text”, “Al-
powered prosthetics”, and “smart hearing aids”, and helps disabled
individuals in living more independent lives. With Automated Sign
Language Translators, Al-driven technology can translate spoken
languages into sign languages, and enable communications for the
deaf and hard of hearing. It reduces bias and promote fairness. It is
also applied in decision-making. Al can be programmed to reduce
human biases in hiring legal systems, and financial lending, to ensure
fairer outcomes. It helps in ethical development. The technology
was designed to follow ethical frameworks that prioritize fairness,
transparency, and inclusivity. Al empowers human dignity via
knowledge and education, and encourages personalized Learning.
The system for example, has powered education platforms to
adopt lessons with individual students and thus make learning
more inclusive and effective. Al, through Language translation
services break language barriers and promotes the cross-cultural
communication and understanding. It creates online learning
opportunities and provides access to education through online
platforms and enabled people from remote or underprivileged
areas to gain knowledge.
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Impacts of Al on the Human Workforce

Al has been revolutionizing workforce by increasing efficiency in
the creation of new job opportunities and enhanceing work on
environments. It increases efficiency in human productivity. It
aids in the automation of repetitive mundane tasks such as data
entries, inventories in managements, customer services, and thus
allows employees to focus more on the meaningful work. It always
portray 24/7 availability efficiency: Its powered chatbots and
virtual assistants provide customer support and services around the
clock by means of improving business efficiency. It enables Smart
Manufacturing: Its driven robots technology enhances production
speed and quality control, reduces waste and increases efficiency
in industries like automobile and electronics manufacturing. Al
helps in creating new job opportunities called “Al-Driven Careers”.
The rise of Al has led to creating new job roles in data science
such as Al engineering, cybersecurity, and Al ethics. It enhances
creativity. Using its tools, it assists artists, writers and musicians in
generating and creating contents, expanding opportunities in the
entertainment industry, and encourages Upskilling and Reskilling.
Its training programs help workers to acquire new skills that
enables them adapt to evolving job markets. Artificial Intelligence
helps improve workplace safety and conditions: It helps in carrying
out Hazardous Jobs. For example, robotics perform dangerous
industrial tasks like minining, construction, and space exploration,
and thus reduce risks to human workers. It improves mental health,
monitor employee’s well-being, provides insights and supports to
improve workplace. Al-driven analytics helps in decision making
in businesses, data-driven decisions, improves strategy and
performance.

Artificial Intelligence in essence, has the potential to greatly
enhance human existence, dignity, and the workforce by
improving healthcare, increasing accessibility, reducing bias, and
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thus boosting efficiency in the workplace. While challenges such
as ethical concerns and job displacement exist, responsible Al
development and regulation can ensure that Al remains a force for
good. Leveraging the Al's capabilities, humanity can create a kind
of future where technology enhances life while preserving dignity
and opportunities for all.

The Cons of Artificial Intelligence

As Artificial intelligence has many benefits, so it as well comes with
several potential downsides. Here are some major cons of Artificial
intelligence as it pertains to humanity:

1.

3.

Job Loss & Economic Disruption: Al automation
is replacing human workers in industries such as in
manufacturing, customer service, and creative fields. This
however, can lead to problem of mass unemployment and
economic inequality where new jobs aren’t created fast
enough.

Al Causes Ethical Bias: Al systems can inherit biases from
the data they are trained on, and thus lead to discrimination
in hiring, lending, and law enforcement. Ethical concerns
however, arise in Al decision-making, such as in healthcare
or autonomous weapons.

Intrusion into Privacy & Surveillance: Al enables mass

surveillance through facial recognition and data analysis,
and thus threatening privacy rights. Companies and
governments can misuse Al to monitor people without
consent.

Al Can lead to Misinformation & Manipulation: Al
can generate deep fake news, and propaganda, thereby
making it harder to distinguish truth from falsehood. Social
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media in its own algorithmics can manipulate public opinion
by amplifying certain content.

5. Al Can Lead to Dependence & Loss of Human Skills:
Over-reliance on Al reduces critical thinking, problem-
solving skills, and creativity. People may become too
dependent on Al-driven decision-making.

6. Al Causes Security Threats & Cyber Risks: It can be
weaponized for hacking, fraudulenting, and cyberattacks.
Al-driven automation in warfare raises concerns about
autonomous weapons making lethal decisions.

7. Al Sometimes can be Unpredictable and
Uncontrollable: Advanced Al, especially artificial general
intelligence (AGI), may act in ways that are hard to predict
or control. If in, Artificial intelligence surpasses human
intelligence, it could pose existential risks.

European Humanism

The concept, “European human man” is rooted in philosophical,
political, and cultural traditions. Habermas (1984:15) argues that,
“European identity is featured by rational discourses, democratic
participation, and humanistic ideals.” Similarly, “Hannah Arendt
(1958:27) emphasizes the roles of public actions and plurality
in shaping European’s political life.” European humanism has
historically placed the individual at the center of ethical and political
life, but Al poses challenges to this self-conception. The discourse
in this context, will not focus only on the anticipated challenges
Artificial Intelligence will be posing to Europeans, but will discuss
first its impacts on their physical existence.
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The Impacts of Artificial Intelligence to European Man

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has had a profound impact on European
societies, it has been improving lives in many ways across history,
starting from early automation to modern Al-driven technologies.
Here are some key benefits Al has brought to Europe:

1.

Artificial intelligence contributed to economic
growth & innovation in Europe. It has driven industrial
automation, and increased efficiency in manufacturing
and logistics. European companies have leveraged Al to
enhance productivity in fields like finance, healthcare, and
retail. Al-powered startups and innovations have created
new markets and employment opportunities.

Artificial intelligence helps in healthcare
advancements. Al-driven diagnostics have improved early
disease detection, increasing survival rates for conditions
like cancer. Personalized medicine, based on Al analysis, has
helps in tailoring treatments to individual genetic profiles.
For example, robotic surgery and Al-assisted procedures
have done much in enhancing precision and also reduce
recovery times.

Artificial intelligence helps in scientific & technological
progress by accelerating research in the fields like physics,
chemistry, space exploration, and has also benefited
European scientists. Supercomputers using Al, help in
solving complex problems, starting from climate modeling
to quantum mechanics.

Al has done much in expanding education and
knowledge: Learning platforms for example, have been
providing personalized education and bridge knowledge
gaps. Using translation tools, Artificial intelligence has made
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knowledge more accessible across Europe’s multilingual
landscape.

5. Al plays roles in enhancing security and safety in
Europe: Al-driven surveillance and cyber-security systems
for instance, protect European nations from cyber threats
and crimes. Smart policing and predictive analytics help
law enforcement prevent crime more effectively.

6. Al has done much in the Improvement of
Transportation and Infrastructure in Europe: It
optimizes traffic management in cities, and thus reduces
congestion and pollution. The application of the “Self-
driving” technology and Al in public transport enhances
efficiency and safety.

7. Artificial intelligence has impacted much on the
European Cultural & Creativities: Al-generated art,
music, and literature contribute to Europe’s rich cultural
heritage. It also assists historians and archaeologists in
restoring and preserving ancient artifacts.

Globalization

Globalization as a multifaceted concept has generated diverse
interpretations across disciplines. It broadly refers to the increasing
interconnectedness and interdependence of the world’s economies,
cultures, and populations, brought about by cross-border trades
in goods and services, technology, flows of investment, people,
and information. However, to fully understand the meaning of
globalization, it is essential to explore its various dimensions viz:
The etymological and scholars’ definitions as well as economic,
political, cultural, technological, environmental, and ideological
dimensions via which each offers unique insights into how
globalization manifests and affects societies worldwide.
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Etymological Definition of Globalization

History traces the word globalization back to its linguistic roots and
original formation The term globalization is derived from the word
“global”, which comes from the Latin word “globus”, meaning a
sphere or round mass. The adjective global began to be used in the
English language in the 17th century to describe something relating
to the whole world. The suffix “-ization” comes from Greek and
Latin origins and is used in English to form nouns that refer to the
process or result of making or becoming. Globalization literally
means “the process of making global” or “the process of becoming
worldwide in scope or application.” The concept began to appear
in its modern sense in the 1960s and 1980s, but it became widely
used in academic, economic, and political discourses in 1990s,
especially with the rise of global markets and communication
technologies According to Anthony Giddens (1990, “globalization
is the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant
localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events
occurring many miles away.” The concept globalization in the works
of David Held and Anthony McGrew (1999) denotes, “the growing
interconnectedness of people and places as a result of advances
in transport, communication and information technologies that
cause political, economic and cultural convergence.” Manfred
(2003) defines globalization as, “expansion and the intensification-
ing of social relations and consciousness across world-time and
world-space.” Roland Robertson (1992), defined globalization
as, “the compression of the world and the intensification of
consciousness of the world.” Globalization, Friedman (2005)
averrs, “is the inexorable integration of markets, transportation
and communication systems to the degrees that have not been
witnessed.” Scholte (2005) depicts globalization as, “the process
whereby many social relations become relatively delinked from
territorial geography so that human lives are increasingly played
out in the world as a single place.” The meaning of globalization
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in furtherance, can be approached in the dimensions of:
Economic Dimension

Economic dimension is often the most emphasized aspect of
globalization. It involves the integration of national economies
into the international economies through trading with direct
foreign investments, capital flows, migrations, and the spread of
technology. Economics dimension also reflects to global trade and
markets: Countries engaged in extensive trade relationships which
resulted in the formation of global markets. The production and
distribution of goods are no longer confined to national borders.
Multinational Corporations (MNCs): These play a pivotal role in the
shaping of economic globalization and established production units,
branches, and partnerships across different countries. Liberalization
and Deregulation: Economic globalization has often gone hand-in-
hand with neoliberal policies that promote free-market capitalism,
reducing barriers to trade and capital movement, etc.

Political Dimension

Globalization also involves a political dimension where national
policies and governance are increasingly influenced by international
institutions and global political norms. This dimension emphasizes
on the following: Supranational Organizations: Institutions like
the United Nations (UN), World Trade Organization (WTO),
International Monetary Fund International Monitary Fund (IMF),
and the World Bank significantly influence domestic policy-making.
Policy Harmonization: States adopt international standards on
issues ranging from regulations of trade to human rights, thus
altering traditional notions of sovereignty. Global Governance:
Problems such as climatic change, terrorism, and pandemics
require coordinated international responses, shifting focus from
national governance to global political cooperation.
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Cultural Dimension

This dimension of globalization refers to the exchange and
hybridization of cultural values, traditions, and lifestyles across
borders. It portrays its meaning and functions on these: Cultural
Exchange and Hybridization: This is the situation where, for
example, the patterns of life of one particular part of the world
like music, film, food, fashion, and Language influence those
in another part, thereby leading to shared cultural experiences
and hybridization identities. Cultural Imperialism: Some critics
argue that globalization leads to the dominance of the Western
(especially that of the American) culture at the expense of the
indigenous cultures, resulting in cultural homogenization. Diaspora
and Identity: Migration and digital communications created global
diasporas that maintain transnational cultural connections and
identities.

Technological Dimension

Technology is a key driver and enabler of globalization, especially
in the areas of communication, transportation, and information
systems. This discursively centers on the sub topics: Information
and Communication Technologies (ICTs): The internet, social me-
dia, and mobile technologies allow instant global communication
and access to information. Transportation Advances: Innovations
in air, sea, and land transportation have made global travel and
trade more accessible and efficient. Digital Economy: E-com-
merce, virtual meetings, and global outsourcing are manifestations
of technology-driven global economy.

Environmental Dimension

The environmental dimension of globalization deals with the global
nature of ecological issues and the collective action required to
address them. This however, emphasizes on the following: Trans
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boundary Environmental Challenges; issues such as climate
change, deforestation, loss of biodiversity, pollution etc, do not
respect national borders. Global Environmental Movements: NGOs
and international organizations promote global environmental
awareness and action. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
represent the global commitment addressing both ecological and
human development challenges collaboratively.

Social Dimension

This dimension highlights the effects of globalization on societies,
particularly in terms of labor, inequality, and human development.
It discusses the following: Migration and Labor Mobility:
Globalization facilitates the movements of people across borders
for work, education, or refuges. Inequality and Social Stratification;
while globalization has lifted many societies out of poverty, it
has also widened the gap between the rich and the poor within
and between nations. Global Civil Society; international NGOs,
advocacy networks, and transnational social movements play roles
in promoting human rights, democracy, and social justice.

Ideological dimension

The ideological meaning of globalization is underpinned by the
ideological frameworks which portrayed how they’re implemented
and understood. This dimension emphasizes on these sub
themes: Neoliberalism; this ideology promotes free markets,
deregulation, and minimal state intervention, often criticized for
prioritizing profit over people. Global Citizenship: this promotes a
cosmopolitan ideology where individuals see themselves a a united
global community with shared responsibilities. Anti-Globalization
and Populism; here, as some ideologist call for global relationship,
others resist it due to the perceived threats to national identity,
local economies, or democratic sovereignty.
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In essence, globalization is not a monolithic process but rather a
complex and dynamic phenomenon which suppose to permeate
every part of human life. Its meaning in all, extended beyond a
mere economic transactions to encompass both the political
collaboration, cultural exchange, technological innovations,
environmental stewardships, as well as social transformation, and
ideological debates. Understanding globalization in these multiple
dimensions is crucial to critically assessing its benefits, challenges,
and long-term implications for humanity.

Artificial Intelligenceand Europeanldentity Transformations
and Challenges

Al is not just a technological development, it’s a transformative
force that reshapes human identity and social structures. In the
European context, Al challenges deeply ingrained notions of human
agency, rationality, and autonomy. One of the primary concerns
in this context is whether Al undermines human decision-making.
Bostrom (2014:89) contends that, “as Al-driven algorithms
increasingly determined the outcomes in hiring, policing, and
governance, individuals may find their autonomies diminished.”
Moreover, according to Zuboff (2019:203), “Artificial intelligence
has the potentials of eroding cultural identities by promoting
homogeneity in the decision-making processes, which are often
biased towards dominant global narratives.” Furthermore, Al raises
existential questions about human uniqueness. Hence philosophers
like Luciano Floridi (2013:45) argues that, “Al necessitates the
“re-evaluation of human exceptionalism”, as machines outperform
humans in cognitive tasks. This shift however, challenges the
European intellectual tradition that has long emphasized human
rationality as the basis of ethics and political order.”
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Al and the European Labour Market

The European labor market is undergoing significant transformation
due to Al-driven automation. Despite this, fears still erupt. Frey
and Osborne (2017:250-280) contend that, “about 47% of total
employment is at risk of automationin advanced economies, with
Europe being no exception. The displacement of traditional jobs
raises concerns about economic inequality, social cohesion, and
the roles of work in defining human identity.” While Artificial
intelligence creates new opportunities in technology-related fields,
it also exacerbates skill gaps and economic divides. The European
Commission (2023) focusing on this, warns that, “without
strategic intervention, artificial intelligence could lead to massive
job displacement and wage stagnation.” Following suit, Scholz
(2016:92) says, “the rise of gig work and algorithmic management
for example, further complicates the problem in labor rights, and
challenges the traditional European models of worker protection.”

Al, Democracy, and Ethical Challenges

Democracy according to O’Neilb (2016:112) is, “the cornerstone
of European identity, which poses risks to the democratic gov-
ernance. Algorithmic decision-making, mis -information/surveil-
lance in capitalism, threaten the fundamental democratic princi-
ples.” The Cambridge analytical scandal according to Cadwallandr
(2018), “demonstrated how Al-driven data analytics could manip-
ulate elections, raising concerns about the integrity of democrat-
ic processes.” Stressing further on the argument, the European
Parliament (2023) maintained that, “ethical artificial intelligence
governance remains a pressing issue. Hence the European Union
has taken steps to regulate it via Artificial Intelligence Act, focus-
ing mostly on transparency, accountability, and human oversight.”
However, ensuring ethical Al implementation across diverse so-
cio-political landscapes remains a challenge.
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Conclusion

The future of the European Humanism in an Al-driven world
is uncertain. While Al offers opportunities for innovations and
economic growths, it challenges the fundamental aspects of
European identity, labor markets, and democratic structures. To
safeguard human agencies, European policy makers, scholars, and
civil societies must engage critical discussions on how to control
artificial intelligence governance to maintain its ethical frameworks,
as well as their cultural preservation. The European tradition of
humanism must evolve to ensure that Artificial intelligence serves
humanity rather than diminishes it.
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